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To  my  much  ref  petted,  Friend , 

Mr.  PITFIELD. 

Dear  Sir, 

TTAVING  received  the 

A  firft  rudiments  of  my  E- 
ducation  under  your  directi¬ 
ons,  and  having,  I  hope,  alio 
profited  by  that  knowledge 
and  example,  which  have  ac¬ 
quired  you  fo  much  medical 
fame ;  1  conceive  that  I  could 

not 


(  v»  ) 

not  dedicate  thefe  fheets  with 
fo  much  propriety  to  any  one, 

as  to  you  re  If. 

/ 

I  muft  acknowledge  that  1 

O 

have  not  your  permiflion  to 
do  this,  but  as  it  is  the  tribute 

•  *  r  ■ 

of  a  grateful  Mind,  I  flatter 

; .  %  r :  i  '  i  ■  ■  ; 

myfelf,  it  may  not  prove  un¬ 
acceptable.  If  by  the  difco- 

very  of  this  Medicine,  I  have 

'  ■  .  •  |  .  •  v. 

contributed  towards  relieving 

fufferings,  which 

f  '■  ;■  ’  •  l  Chjiy 

are 


thofe  painful 


(  ™  ) 

are  the  common  lot  o*  hu¬ 
man  nature,  I  know  I  have 
done  an  acceptable  piece  of 
fervice  to  vou,  whofe  liberal 

j 

Heart  and  Hand,  are  always 
open  to  relieve  the  diftreffes 
of  others ;  and  whofe  ulti¬ 
mate  wi  fh  is  to  contribute  to 
the  general  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind. 

That  you  may  long  conti¬ 
nue  to  enjoy  that  health 

\  \  $  *  y 

which 
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■Which  is  the  pleafing  reward 
of  temperance,  is  the  fincere 
wifh  of, 

Dear  Sir, 

V  :*».•'  '•  f  « 

Your  very  afie&ionate, 
And  obedient  fervant. 
WILL.  T1CKELL. 


Queen  Square , 

March ,  i/A  1787, 

PRE- 
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THE  matter  contained  in  the 

following  pages,  being  on  a 

■  \  *  »  -  • 

lubjeft  totally  ne  v ,  as  it  relates  to 
a  Medicine  ot  whole  extent  we  have, 
comparatively,  had  but  little  expe¬ 
rience;  it  may  very  naturally  be  con¬ 
cluded,  that  the  relation  of  its  pe¬ 
culiar  virtues,  and  extenfive  utility, 
muft  be  very  im perfect.’  It  being 
however  neceflary  that  the  public, 
or  thole  who  may  be  diipoied  to 
avail  themfelves  of  the  efficacy  of 
this  medicine,  Ihould  be  informed 
b  ot 


of  the  difeaies  in  which  it  is  found 
more  particularly  ferviceable ;  the 
Cures  it  has  already  performed,  and 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  thought 
right  to  adminifter  it  :  it  has  been 
confidered  as  indifpenfably  requilite, 
mat  this  rough  Jketch  fliould  be  laid 
before  them.  The  Author  has  con¬ 
fined  himlelf  with  the  moft  fcru~ 
pulous  exaflrn efs,  in  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  cafes  which  are  brought  to 
confirm  the  virtues  of  this  medi- 

,  *  *■  *  <  f  *  m  *  >■ 

cine,  to  the  real  truth;  as  the  pa¬ 
tients  themfelves,  and  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty  by  whom 
they  were  attended  in  this  City, 
are  readv  to  atteft. 


It  is  by  no  means  to  be  concluded 
from  the  Cares  here  enumerated, 
that  the  virtues  of  the  ^Ethereal  A  , 
nodyne  Spirit,  are  confined  to  a  few 
difeales  only ;  perhaps  time  will  (hew> 
that  there  is  not  one  hitherto  dilco- 
vered,  whofe  ufes  are  more  ex  ten- 
five,  or  that  may  be  confidered  as  a 
fpecific  in  lo  great  a  variety  of  thofe 
dangerous  Complaints  to  which  the 
human  frame  is  liable^.  The  cafes 
which  have  been  Telexed,  are  of  the 
moft  alarming  kind,  and  the  moft 
difficult  of  cure,  and  this,  perhaps, 
was  the  only  Medicine  which  could 
have  been  employed  with  Succefs, 

j  » 
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The  odium  of  empiricilm  has  ge¬ 
nerally  fallen  to  the  lot  of  tholef 
who  have  introduced  a  medicine  to 
the  world  under  the  la  net  ion  of  a 
Patent ;  but  lurely  a  diftin&ion  is 
to  be  made  between  the  ignorant 
and  artful  pretender,  who  attempts 
to  lmpole  upon  the  public,  by  dif- 
guiting  a  Medicine  already  known, 
or  greatly  overrating  what  .may  not 
have  been  before  diicovered ;  and 
the  induhnouslnvefligator  of  a  com- 
pontion,  whole  virtues  are  lupported 
upon  luch  unquefhonable  authority 
as  the  prelent.  A  reflection  of  that 
nature,  indilcriminately  thrown  out, 
wrould  be  highly  injurious  not  only 
to  the  individual,  but  to  the  fociety 
at  large ;  and  at  the  lame  time 

would 


(  XI”  ) 

would  be  an  impeachment  of  the 
wildoai  or  the  Legiflature,  for  hold¬ 
ing  out  the  rewards  ot  appropriation# 
on  any  occafion  whatever* 

How  juftly  the  diicoverer  of  this 

*  \ 

very  valuable  medicine  is  intitled  to 
any  fuch  reward,  will  readily  be 

V*  *  ' 

acknowledged,  by  thole  who  have 
experienced  or  oblen  ed  its  extraor¬ 
dinary  efficacy,  in  the  moft  forlorn 
and  deiperate  cales ;  and  efpecially 
by  thole  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  difficulties  and  dilappointments 
that  attend  the  preparation  of  com¬ 
mon  vitriolic  iEther*  with  an  exa£l 
and  proper  degree  of  purity ;  as  they 
cannot  but  in  fame  meafure  antici¬ 
pate  the  time,  the  labour  and  expence 

that 


\ 


(  xiv  ) 

I 

chat  mufl:  neceffarily  be  employed, 
in  bringing  a  preparation  fo  much 
more  refined,  to  lo  great  a  degree  of 
perfection.  I  fay  anticipate  in  fome 
meafure ,  for  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  cre¬ 
dited,  that  after  many  years  appli¬ 
cation  to  this  very  objeCl,  and  now 
that  I  have  arrived  at  fo  high  a  pitch 
of  improvement  in  the  medicine, 
and  facility  in  preparing  it;  the  pro- 
cefs  hill  requires  the  continuance  of 
a  regular,  well  conduced  fire  fo 
the  fpace  of  ninety-fix  hours. 

i  1  ■  -  •>  •  •  '  j.  ”  1  ii  ’l  .’Ll  \  '  ’  . 

The  imperfeCt  hints  that  Hoffman 
h as  thrown  out  concerning  his  ano- 
dyne  mineral  Liquor,  muff  convince 
every  reader,  of  the  great  labour 
and  difficulty  attending  the  procefs; 

while 


I 


/ 
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while  at  the  fame  time,  the  charac¬ 
ter  ift-ic  marks  by  which  he  has  as¬ 
certained  its  purity,  and  the  won¬ 
derful  efficacy  he  afcribes  to  it,  in 
many  defperate  complaints  which 
had  baffled  the  moil  efficacious  me- 

--  *•  *  *  •  *  -  ••  '  .U  ■  •  *  '  i  V 

dicines  then  in  ufe,  as  they  accord 
fo  particularly  with  that  now  re¬ 
commended,  are  circumftances  alone 
fufficient  to  eftabliffi  its  genuineriefs 
and  its  lingular  merit.  But  farther, 
the  diuretic  quality  it  pofleffes  in  fo 
eminent  a  degree,  and  which  is  but 
diflantly  hinted  at  in  Hoffman’s  ac¬ 
count,  cannot  but  give  it  a  preemi¬ 
nence  over  his  and  every  other  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  kind  ;  and  that  qua¬ 
lity,  I  do  not  alcribe  to  the  addition 
or  commixture  of  any  other  ingredi¬ 
ents 


(  XV1  ) 

ents  than  thole  mentioned  bv  him; 
biit  to  the  great  purity,  proper  ad- 
juilment  of  the  quantities,  anti  the 
blending  them  together  in  the  moft 
minute  and  intimate  manner  ;  all 
which  has  been  the  relult  of  repeated 
experiment,  careful  attention  and 
much  labour. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  powerful  effects 
of  this  medicine,  will  greatly  con¬ 
tribute  to  confirm  and  corroborate 
Hoffman’s  opinion,  and  that  the  pe- 
rulal  of  the  fubjoined  Cafes,  will 
occafioii  no  del  alive  expeftations ; 
always  remembering,  that  as  with 
a  great  variety  of  difeafes,  there  is 
alio  a  great  diverfitvof  con  fti  tut  ions, 
it  is  in  vain  to  expect  an  univerfal 
or  infallible  remedy . 


1 
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Crefcit  indulgens  fibi  dirus  hydrops; 
Wee  fitim  pellit,  nifi  caufa  morbi 
Fugerit  Venis,  et  aquofus  albo 

Corpore  languor. 

Horat.  Carmen  xiv. 


The  intelligent  reader  will  meet  with  fever al  typo¬ 
graphical  errors,  but  as  they  will  obvioufly  appear  to  him  as 
fuchj  they  have  been  left  to  hand  uncorrefted. 
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Chymical  Medicine , 

co  :  . ;  ■  /, “ 


IN  a  paper  which  the  ingenious  and 
learned  editor  of  the  medical  Jour¬ 
nal,  did  me  the  honor  of  publifhing 
in  that  cohesion,  and  in  which  I  had 
treated  on  the  lubjeft  of  vitriolic 
yEther ;  I  gave  fome  hints  refpefting 
the  preparation  of  Hoffman’s  Anodyne 
Mineral  Liquor  but  thele  hints  being 
B  founded 


(  2  ) 

founded  on  conje&ure,  will  afford  mat¬ 
ter  for  future  inveffigation. 

The  Spiritus  Vitrioli  dulcis,  vEther 
of  Frobenius  and  Liquor  mineralis 
anodynus  of  Hoffman,  have  by  an 
ingenious  author  been  confidered  as 
fynonimous  terms,  but  moft  affuredly 
they  are  effentially  different.— With  re- 
fpeft  to  Hoffman's  anodyne  Liquor, 
the  lateft,  and  belt  ehymifls,  do  not 
pretend  to  fpeak  decidedly  on  it. 
Macquer  for  inftance  fays,  “  On  croit 
“  que  cette  liqueur  n'eft  autre  chofe, 
cs  que  cette  meme  huile  diffoute  et 
<c  combinee  aver  les  deux  liqueurs  qui 
n  montent  les  premieres  dans  la  diftib 

■  :  j  •  ✓ 

<c  lation,  et  qui  precedent  immediate- 
“  mmi  le  phlegme  acide  fulphureux.”* 

It 

>  i< 1 1  <  .  .  •  /  >  *  ;  :  -x  -  ✓  « 

c.  -  * 

J 

*  Elevens  d«  Chymie  Pratique,  Page  aBj* 
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It  is  however  not  difficult  to  prove 
from  Hoffman  himfelf,  that  M.  Mac- 
quer  is  deceived  in  this  opinion,  and 
it  is  very  clear,  that  this  famous  anodyne 
liquor  has  remained  a  fecret  from  his, 
to  the  prefent  time  ;  and  the  medicine 
fold  under  his  name,  no  matter  by 
whom  prepared,  or  from  what  Hall  pro¬ 
cured,  will  by  no  means  anfwer  the 
description  given  of  it  by  its  Author ; 
It  wants  many  of  the  Properties,  and 
falls  infinitely  fhort,  of  thofe  extraor¬ 
dinary  virtues  afcribed  to  it  by  that 
fagacious  Phyfician,  and  indefatigable 
refearcher  after  thofe  fpecific  Medi¬ 
cines,  which  are  to  be  obtained  by 
chymical  combination. 

V 

It  is  not  my  bufinefs  at  prefent,  if  I 
were  capable,  to  fay  in  what  manner 
jfchat  chymical  Liquor  was  prepared ;  but 
B  2  I  now 
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I  now  think  proper  to  declare,  that  my 
procefs  is  conduced  on  principles  very 
different,  from  thofe  laid  down  by  that 
celebrated  Author,  in  his  preparation 
of  Oleum  dulce* 

Having  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
at  different  times,  made  frequent  experi¬ 
ments  with  the  vitriolic  acid,  combined 
with  an  highly  rectified  {pint ;  I  have 
found  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  procefs, 
and  refult  of  the  different  operations, 
depend  on  a  variety  of  circumftances. 
—The  produH  alfo  will  have  different 
comparative  virtues.  By  a  particular 
mode  of  chymical  combination,  be¬ 
tween  the  conftituent  elements  of  con¬ 
centrated  vitriolic  acid  and  alcohol,  I 
have  obtained  a  Medicine,  of  mo  ft 
lingular  efficacy ;  whofe  virtues  will  be 
more  fully  elucidated  by  the  hiftory  of 

the 
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die  following  cafes,  dian  by  any  poffi- 
ble  praife  that  can  be  bellowed  on  it. 

For  the  fecurity  and  facility  with 
which  I  condutl  the  procefs  for  making 
ALther,  I  with  pleafure  own  myfelf 
obliged  to  that  ingenious  chymift,  and 
great  naturalift,  Mr.  Wolfe.  This 
knowledge  I  acquired  when  a  fellow 
ftudent  with  him,  under  the  roof  of 
that  eminent  Anatomift  Mr.  John  Hun¬ 
ter,  where  Mr.  Wolfe  had  provided 
himfelf  with  a  curious  apparatus  for 
that  purpofe. 

As  the  modus  operandi  of  moll  effi¬ 
cient  medicines,  eludes  the  refearches 
of  the  moll  acute  Phy fiologlfhs ;  we 
ffiall  quit  the  wide  and  plealing  field  of 
hypothetic  reafoning,  for  the  more  ufe- 
ful,  tho5  lels  pleafant  relation  of  fa6ls. 

If 
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If  we  might  however  venture  to  form  a 
conjedlure  on  this  fubjedi,  it  would  be, 
that  the  great  efficacy  of  the  ^Ethereal 
Anodyne  Spirit,  depends  on  its  almoft 
immediate  influence  on  the  nervous  fyf~ 
tern.  The  great  volatility,  and  extreme 
tenuity  of  its  component  parts,  will  at 
lead  countenance  this  opinion.  On  this 
principle  it  pervades  the  inmoft  recedes 
of  the  human  frame,  where  by  giving 
tone  and  elafticity  to  the  extremities  of 
the  abforbent  lymphatics,  the  ferous 
fluid  contained  in  the  cavities  of  the 
bread  or  abdomen,  or  wherever  ac¬ 
cumulated,  is  gradually  abforbed,  and 
taken  up  by  thofe  minute  veffels,  and 
from  thence  drained  off,  and  carried 
out  of  the  habit  by  the  kidnies  and 
other  emundlories. 


By 
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By  its  mild  influence  on  the  nervous 
✓ 

fyftem,  it  is  at  the  fame  time  found  to 
relieve  thofe  fpafmodic  conftri&ions, 
and  convulfive  irritations,  which  are 
the  confequence  of  fome  particular 
ftimulus,  and  which  occafion  an  irregular 
influence  of  the  nervous  fluid. 

.  .  i  i  t  t  "  *  *  *  • 

It  will  confequently  be  remarkably 
ferviceable,  in  that  convulfive  afthma 
which  arifes  from  a  tranflation  of  fcor- 
butic,  or  arthritic  acrimony,  on  the 
nervous  parts  of  the  bread;  which  it 
efFebts,  by  eliciting  and  diverting  thofe 
peccant  humors  into  another  channel. 

In  the  hickup  therefore,  it  will  alfo 
prove  a  moft  excellent  medicine ;  and 
in  violent  attacks  of  the  gout,  or  where 
a  metaftafis  has  unhappily  taken  place, 
by  a  depoike  on  fome  noble  Vi  feus, 

and 
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and  the  patient  is  threatened  with  almoft 
immediate  definition  ;  where  the  molt 
excruciating  pains  have  attacked  the 
Itomach,  and  vain  efforts  are  made  ufe 
of  by  that  organ  for  its  relief;  under 
fuch  alarming  Circumftances,  I  am 
happy  to  fay,  that  the  ^Ethereal  An¬ 
odyne  Spirithas  fuddenly  removedthofe 
dreadful  fymptoms ;  and  given  that 
relief,  which  the  exigency  of  the  cafe, 
gave  verv  little  reafon  to  expefh 

After  what  has  been  faid  relative  t@ 
the  gout  in  the  Itomach,  it  is  almoft 
unneceffary  to  add,  that  no  medicine 

is  fo  proper  to  he  given  in  a  fuppreffed 

*  *  • 

gout,  or  where  that  fubtle  and  penetrat¬ 
ing  humor  has  diffufed  itfelf  over  the 
hahit,  in  a  peculiar  manner  affecting 
the  whole  nervous  fyftem ;  as  is  evident 
from  iofs  of  appetite,  watchfulnefs,  de» 

bilitv 
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bilily,  lownefs  and  dejeftion  of  fpirits, 
and  great  irregularity  of  moft,  if  not 
all,  the  different  fecretions, — When  the 
gout  alfo  makes  its  approaches  with 
rapid  ftrides,  attacks  various  joints  at 
the  fame  time,  and  from  its  great  vio¬ 
lence,  nature  is  fcarcely  equal  to  the 
conflict — When  an  alarming  fever  is 
the  confequence  of  violent  and  excru¬ 
ciating  pain ;  this  medicine  will  afford 
that  relief,  which  is  in  Vain  fought  for 

from  opiates,  or  other  fpecifics. - «It 

procures  reft,  promotes  the  thinner  fe¬ 
cretions,  quiets  the  perturbated  fpirits, 
and  diminifhes  fever*  It  takes  off  anx¬ 
iety  and  oppreflion,  relieves  the  fto- 
mach  from  flatulencies,  quiets  fpafrns, 
and  if  continued,  in  regular  and  repeated 
dofes,  gives  health  and  fpirits,  in  ex¬ 
change  for  mifery  and  pain. 


€ 


In 
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In  fevers  attended  with  debility, 
watchfulnefs  and  delirium,  this  may  be 
con  fide  red  as  a  medicine  of  the  hmheft 

O 

eftimation;  as  it  appeafes  the  tumult, 
and  reftrains  the  irregular  influence  of 
the  nervous  fluid  on  the  brain. — By  its 
fedative  and  anodyne  virtues,  it  pro¬ 
cures  that  refrefhing  fleep  fo  neceffary, 
and  yet  fo  difficult,  and  often  danger¬ 
ous  to  be  procured  by  other  means : 
by  its  cordial  and  tonic  virtues,  it 
ftrengthens  the  flomach,  and  invigo¬ 
rates  the  weakened  and  languifhing 
habit ;  and  by  its  febrifuge  powers,  it 
expels  the  morbific  matter  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  where  it  efcapes 
through  the  perfpirable  pores;  or  other- 
wife  determines  it  to  thofe  ftrainers, 
deflined  by  nature,  for  carrying  off  the 
crude  and  more  feculent  part  of  the 
thinner  fluids. 


ft 
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it  is  perhaps  the  mod  powerful  me¬ 
dicine  hitherto  difcovered  in  all  drop- 
fical  cafes ;  and  has  been  eminently 
iifeful  in  the  Hydrothorax,  or  Dropfy 
of  the  Bread,  and  in  fome  of  the 
word,  and  mod  complicated  Ana- 
farcous  cafes,  I  have  ever  feen.  It 
is  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  Digitalis 
purpurea,  whofe  deleterious  operation 
almod  amounts  to  a  prohibition  of  its 
ufe*  Its  alarming  effects  on  the  pulfe 
fufficiently  prove  this,  and  that  dread¬ 
ful  ficknefs  and  naufea,  which  from  a 
very  moderate  and  fingle  dofe,*  will 
C  2  continue 


*  Half  a  grain  had  this  effeft  on  a  Lady,  who  made 
trial  of  it  in  an  Anafarcous  cafe;  and  after  having  with 
fome  degree  of  refolution,  feveral  times  repeated  it, 
when  the  ficknefs  v/ent  off ;  was  yet  at  laft  obliged,  on 
this  account,  totally  to  relinquifh  it. 

Medical  pra&itioners  have  been  long  acquainted  with 
this  plant,  it  has  alfo  been  well  known  to  the  common 

people 
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continue  for  feveral  days,  evidently? 
(hews  how  unfriendly  this  poifonous 

plant 

people,  and  it  Ihould  feem  that,  ’till  of  late,  both  had 
relinquifhed  its  ufe  for  the  fame  reafons:  The  latter,  no 
doubt,  mud  frequently  have  been  witnefles  of  its  dele¬ 
terious,  and  fometimes,  probably,  fatal  effefts,  from 
having  given  it  in  an  unguarded  and  a  too  full  dofe. — 
We  are  informed  by  a  botanical  writer,  that  a  dram  of 
it  taken  inwardly,  excites  violent  vomiting.  The  learn¬ 
ed  Ray,  with  much  more  caution  fays,  - -Emctica 

ed  vd\\&&r<)bi/Jlioribustant\im  conveniens.  In  fome  cafes, 
it  is  faid  to  have  done  wonders,  in  others  it  has  proved 
dreadfully  dedruftive  to  the  conditution.  Experience 
hitherto  has  not  informed  us,  in  what  particular  tem¬ 
peraments  or  under  what  peculiar  circumdances,  it  may 
be  adminiftered  with  any  degree  of  fafety;  and  proba¬ 
bly  it  Will  never  be  attained  with  precifion;  but  to  filch 
as  chufe  to  venture  on  its  ufe,  Mr.  Ray’s  hint  may 
p'oflibly  prove  the  bed  guide. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  late  Dr.  Huck  Saun¬ 
ders,  the  lad  time  he  attempted  its  ufe,  experienced 
from  a  dngle  dofe,  fuch  naufea  and  undefcribeable  fick- 
rtefs  at  domach,  that  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  re¬ 
peat  it,  thinking  the  remedy  was  even  worfe  than  the 
difeafe. — Digitalis  purpurea  being  confeffedly  poffeffed 
of  fuch  fedative  and  debilitating  powers;  on  what  prin¬ 
ciple  depends  its  diuretic  property,  or  its  means  of 
exciting  abforption,  from  its  prefent  mode  of  exhibition? 
Is  it  effected  in  the  fame  manner  that  Opium  is  fometimes 
known  to  aft,  and  by  which  dropfies  have  been  acci~* 
dentally  cured  ?  .  .  .u 
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plant  is  to  the  human  frame.  While 
you  are  exerting  endeavours  to  relieve 
nature  of  one  dangerous  complaint,  you 
are  oppreffing  her  with  another,  by 
deftroying  the  fmall  remaining  appetite 
for  food,  already  perhaps  much  deprav¬ 
ed,  if  not  nearly  gone;  and  thus  you 
deprive  nature  of  her  only  refources. 
This  ^Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit  on  the 
contrary,  by  diffufing  itfelf  over  the 
internal  furface  of  the  ftomach,  gives 
that  genial  warmth,  and  excites  that 
fenfation,  which  caufes  a  defire  fpr 
food  ;  and  which  the  depauperated  ftate 
of  the  blood,  and  a  want  of  due  energy 
in  the  animal  fpirits,  could  not  efFe6L 

From  the  experience  I  have  had  of 
this  medicine  in  Paralytic  cafes,  I  have 
much  reafon  to  think  it  will  in  this 
siifeafe  be  alfo  a  very  valuable  remedy ; 

and 
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and  I  am  the  more  encouraged  in  this 
conclufion,  from  tlie  very  nature  of  the 
medicine  itfelf,  and  its  effe&s,  which 
have  been  already  recited.  I  am  well 
allured  that  where  the  mufcles  dellined 
for  the  purpofe  of  fpeech  are  particu¬ 
larly  affe&ed,  as  well  as  the  du6ls  of 
the  faiivary  glands ;  that  a  few  drops 
of  Spiritus  ALthereus  Anodynus,  taken 
feveral  times  a  day  on  a  knob  of  fugar, 
will  much  more  conduce  towards  a 
cure,  than  any  other  medicine  or 
ftimulating  gargle  whatfoever. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  relate  fuch 
cafes  as  I  hope  will  fully  confirm 
and  eftablifh  the  account  I  have  given 
of  its  very  extraordinary  virtues. — - 
They  fhall  follow  in  that  order,  in  which 
the  feveral  Patients  came  under  my 
«are;  and  to  whom  the  medicine  was 

exhibited* 
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exhibited,  either  under  my  infpe&ion 
@r  by  my  immediate  dire8:ion0 

CASE,  I. 

The  late  reverend  Dr.  B.  of 

:  •  i  •  '  '  '■  s '  "  '  T  >  *’  •  4 

L~ - h,  a  Gentleman  of  great  worth 

and  learning,  about  midfummer  1785., 
being  then  in  Woreefterfhire  on  a 
vifit,  was  feized  with  a  very  trouble- 
fome  cough, .  which  the  Phyfician 
whom  he  confulted,  confidered  to 
be  of  the  catarrhal  kind.— He 
was  at  this  period  about  fixty  five 
years  of  age,  of  a  gouty  Habit* 
with  violent  fcorbutic  eruptions  on 
the  face.  He  by  no  means  paid  a 
fcrupulous  regard  to  diet,  but  rather 
indulged  in  that  high  feafoned  food* 
which  is  pleating  to  the  appetite, 

than 
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than  confined  himfelf  to  that  fimplc 
regimen*  which  is  peculiarly  necefTary 
in  fuch  habits,  to  prevent  an  accumula- 
tion  of  acrimony.  This  kind  of  diet, 
he  at  firft  had  recourfe  to,  through 
neceffity,  having  loft  his  teeth  early 
in  life,  and  feldom  meeting  with  plain 
dreffed  meat  that  was  fufficiently  tender. 
His  mode  of  life,  was  not  very  inaHive 
or  fedentary,  'till  exercife  became 
fatiguing  to  him ;  and  when  he  gave 
up  his  horfe,  often  ufed  his  carriage* 
He  was  not  unfrequently  fubjeft;  to 
fuch  a  cough,  as  is  above  mentioned, 
for  which  the  Storax  pill  was  his  general 
remedy.  It  was  at  this  time  treated 
with  opiates,  expeftorarits,  and  mild 
evacuants,  but  without  gaining  any 
conliderable  advantage.  On  his  return 
to  Leicefterfhire  he  confulted  a  Phyfi- 
cian  in  his  neighbourhood,  a  Gentleman 

of 
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of  great  ability,  from  whofe  perfect 
knowledge  of  bis  conftitution,  and 
having  frequently  prefcribed  for  him, 
with  great  judgment  and  fuccefs,  he 
expelled  to  have  experienced  the  ufual 
good  effeQs  of  his  (kill.  In  this  however 
both  the  do6tor  and  his  patient  were 
much  difappointed. — The  difeaie  gained 
ground,  notwithftanding  the  molt  judi¬ 
cious  prefcriptions ;  the  Gout  did  not 
return  at  the  ufual  period,  though 
efforts  were  made- to  procure  it;  the 
cough  became  more  troublefome,  the 
difficulty  of  breathing  increafed,  his 
nightsbecame  reftlefs,  his  pulfe irregular, 
and  he  now  complained  of  a  violent 
eonftri&ive  pain  acrofs  the  bread ;  and 
a  very  difagreeable  and  painful  fern 
fation  in  the  arms,  attended  with  fuch 
frequent  fpafms,  that  at  times,  he  was 
almoft  deprived  of  breath.  He  had 
D  fcarcely 
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Scarcely  any  appetite  far  food,  and  of 
courfe  became  daily  more  weak.  Going 
up  ft  airs,  was  a  molt  laborious  tafk,  and 
ivhen  walking  over  his  room,  he  was 
obliged  to  do  it  llowly  and  with  caution. 
His  nights  conftantly  became  more 
troublefome,  as  all  the  fymptoms  then 
returned  with  greater  violence ;  and 
when  inclined  to  reft*  and  perhaps 
getting  half  an  hour's  deep;  he  was 
fuddenly  roufed  by  the  conftri&ive 
pain  of  the  breaft ;  and  frequently  o- 
bliged  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  the 
night  on  his  fopha.  The  urinary  fe» 
cretion,  had  for  a  confiderable  time 
diminilhed,  and  an  anafarcous  fwelling 
of  the  legs  became  very  vifible ;  his 
bowels  had  been  for  fome  time  rather 
lax,  which  ftill  contributed  to  occafion 
further  weaknefs. — To  thefe  "alarming 
fymptoms,  a  flight  degree  of  Hemiple¬ 
gia 

'j/i 
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g'ia  fupervening,  determined  his  Phyfi- 
cian  to  fend  him  to  Bath. 

Dr.  Harington,  a  gentleman  qf  great 
philanthropy,  and  eminent  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  on  the  firlt  yilit  which  he  made 
this  patient,  confidered  his  cafe  fo  akr- 
ming,  that  he  defpaired  of  giving  him 
any  relief,  or  at  moll,  only  that  which 
would  be  temporary.  If  the  paralytic 
affection,  lofs  of  appetite  and  afuppref- 
fed  gout,  indicated  the  ufe  of  Bath 
Water,  yet  the  pain  of  the  breaft,  a 
decreafe  of  Urine,  and  an;afareous  fwel- 
lings,  raifed  doubts  about  the  propriety 
of  having  recourfe  to  that  remedy  ; 
and  it  was  at  length  determined,  that 
the  fymptoms,  taken  colleSively,  for~ 
bad  the  ufe  of  them. 

D  % 


Dr,  Harr 
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Dr.  Harington  having  recommended 
the  medicine,  generally  fold  under  the 
name  of  Hoffman’s  anodyne  Liquor, 
with  a  view  of  abating  fpafrns  and  fla¬ 
tulence ;  I  informed  him,  that  I  had  a 
preparation  of  far  greater  virtue,  which 
I  called  Spiritus  sethereus  anodynus, 
and  the  Do6for,  with  great  readinefs 
confented,  that  a  trial  fhould  be  made 
of  it ;  ftili  however  much  doubting,  that 
any  medicine  could  have  fufficient  effi¬ 
cacy  to  remove  a  diforder,  attended 
with  fuch  dangerous  fymptoms  ;  and 
which  he  had  pronounced  to  be  a  dropfy 
of  the  bread.  My  medicine  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  given,  and  the  firfl  night  it 
procured  perfeD  good  reft ;  though 
the  fucceeding  ones,  during  his  fhort 
ftay,  varied,  both  as  to  deep,  and  the 
refrefhment  procured  from  it;  he  was 
©illy  however  one  night  obliged  to  leave 

his 
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his  bed.  The  fpafms  were  by  no  means 
fo  violent,  and  the  urinary  fecretion 
vifibly  augmented.  The  urine  alfo  had 
loft  much  of  its  deep  tinge  ;  and  depo¬ 
sed  a  lighter  coloured  fediment.  On 
leaving  Bath,  he  was  provided  with  a 
fufficient  number  of  draughts  for  the 
journey,  and  fome  quantity  of  the  y£- 
thereal  Spirit,  which  he  was  defired  to 
repeat  twice  a  day,  taking  from  forty 
to  fifty  drops  at  a  dofe.  About  a  fort¬ 
night  after  leaving  this  place,  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  being  informed  he  was  bet¬ 
ter,  and  at  the  diftance  of  five  weeks, 
that  he  was  quite  recovered  ;  of  which 
he  was  fo  far  convinced,  as  to  return 
public  Thanks  in  Church.  This  happy 
change  however  was  not  of  long  dura¬ 


tion 
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tion  ;*  on  the  approach  of  Winter, 
there  was  an  apparent  alteration  in  his 
health.  I  am  obliged  for  the  following 
particulars  and  fequel  of  this  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Cafe,  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Hurft, 
and  Mr.  Hunt  his  Apothecary.— Dur¬ 
ing  the  third  week  of  november,  he 
was  fenfible  of  the  approach  of  thofe 
former  fymptoms,  which  had  been  fo 
diftreffing  to  him.  The  legs  began  to 
fwell,  his  breathing  became  difficult, 
particularly  at  intervals;  and  he  was 
alarmed  by  a  return  of  the  fpafmodic 
Itri&ure  on  the  breaft,  which  he  dread¬ 
ed  more  than  any  other  part  of  his 
'4iforder ;  and  for  which,  he  hid  been 

often 

-  1  ?  f 
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^  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  this  Gentle¬ 
man  was  the  firft  patient  who  took  this  medicine  ;  and 
that  according  to  us  prefent  mode  of  preparation,  it 
is  endowed  with  much  greater  Virtues,  than  vyhen  it 
at  .given. 
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®ften  heard  to  fay,  he  found  no  relief 
in  any  medicine  but  the  sethereal  ano¬ 
dyne  Spirit.  After  this  laft  feizure,  he 
had  almoft  conftant  fever,  and  his  ap¬ 
petite  and  reft,  in  a  great  meafure  for- 
fook  him,  yet  his  pulfe  in  general  was- 
pretty  regular,  and  ftrong  to  the  laft. 
He  could  lie  down  in  bed  with  two  pil¬ 
lows,  without  much  difficulty  ;  and  did 
not  appear  to  be  much  worfe  at  night* 
than  in  the  day.  He  frequently  com¬ 
plained  of  an  uncommon  and  trouble- 
fome  want  of  moifture  in  the  mouth 
and  throat,  without  any  fenlation  of 
thirft.— The  urine  was  voided  in  fmall 
quantity  and  frequently  high  coloured. 
He  had  often  great  difficulty  in  afcend> 
ing  the  ftairs,  and  fometimes  even  in 
walking  over  his  apartments;  but  he, 
bad  no  return  of  that  fevere  pain  in  the 
arms,  which  in  the  cowrie  of  the  fum- 

sneit. 
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iner,  had  been  fo  very  troublefome 
to  him.  He  was  in  an  almoft  conftant 
delirium,  under  more  weaknefs  than 
pain,  for  near  a  fortnight  before  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  23d  of 

December. - -It  was  remarkable  that, 

his  laft  fit  of  the  Gout,  which  was  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1785,  though 
not  more  fevere  than  any  preceding 
one,  yet  induced  an  uncommon  degree 
of  debility  and  languor. 

"  .  1  .  v  -  •  t  '  fir  f  -  ‘  . 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

•  f  *  *• 
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I  am  informed  the  Faculty  did  not 
perfe6lly  coincide  in  opinion,  on  this 
Gentleman's  cafe.— A[fupprefled  Gout, 
violent  fcorbutic  Acrimony,  Stri&ure 
and  Spafms  on  the  Breaft,  attended 
with  anafarcous  fwellings,  laid  the  found¬ 
ation 


&tion  for  this  difference  of  fentiment.-^ 
Althmas  and  pains  of  the  breaft  are  not 
uhfrequent  in  gouty  Patients,  when  the 
paroxyfms  are  irregular  or  interrupt¬ 
ed  ;  but  could  a  fuppreffed  gout  alone 
give  rife  to  all  thefe  diftrefling  fymp- 
toms?  Could  it  be  effected  by  fcorbutie 
acrimony  ?[  Would  not  the  various  me¬ 
dicines  fa  frequently  repeated,  have 
proved  in  forrie  degree  efficacious  ?— 
The  difficulty;;  of  breathing,  irregular 
and  intermittent  pulfe,  dry  cough,  con- 
ftri&ive  pain  of  the  breaft,  a  fudden 
ftarting  up  in  bed,  foon  after  having 
had  fome  fleep,  with  a  dread  of  Suffo¬ 
cation,  arid  i  the  impoffibility  of  con¬ 
tinuing  in  an  horizontal  pofture ;  a 
paucity  of  urine  and  anafarcous  fwell- 
ings ;  do  n‘ot  thefe  fymptoms  taken 
colle&ively,  give  almoft  certain  indi¬ 
cations  of  Hydrothorax  ?  If  we  com- 
£  pare 
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pare  the  fymptoms  of  the  lad,  with  thofe 
of  the  preceding  Illnefs,  a  manifeft 
v  difference  will  be  difcovered.  The 
patient  indeed  had  the  fame  condri&ive 
pain  oh:  the  bread,  but  there  was  no 
intermiflion  or  irregularity  of  the  pulfe; 
no  return  of  thofe  fevcrc  pains  in  the 

’  r  '  r  r 

arms;  he  could  lie  back  in  bed  without 
an  accefs  of  that  exciudiating  pain  and 
difficult  refpiration  :  bn  the  other  hand. 
Ire  had  much  mohe  fever,'  arid  there 
had  for  fome  time  been  a  gradual  re- 
troceffion  of  the  Icorbutic  eruption  in 
the  face;  may  we  not  account  for  the 
fever  and  delirium  from  this  circum- 

'  f  t  • 

dance?— It  is  alfo  apparent  that,  the 
hydropic  diathefis  had  in  fome  degree 
taken  place:  is  there  not  -  fome  rea« 
fon  to  conclude,  that  if  the  Ethereal 
Spirit  had  been  continued  regularly  and 
in  a  full  dofe ;  it  might  have  prevented 
“  '  1  a  return 


a  return  of  thofe  fymptoms,  which  it 
had  powers,  at  l^aft  for  a  certain  time,, 
totally  to  remove  ? 

*  ’  '  ,  »  ?'  9  ' 
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C  A  S  E,  II. 

’4 

Mr.  Orpin  an  eminent  muiician  of 
this  place,  about  fifty-eight  years  of 
age,  of  a  fcorbntic  habit,  but  who  iij 
general  enjoyed  good  health ;  had  been 
fubjefl  to  palpitations  of  the  Heart, 
between  two  and  three  years ;  and  in 
June,  1785,  began  to  complain  of  loft 
of  appetite,  pains  in  the  ftomach,  and 
fenfe  of  debility.  During  this  month, 
he  went  to  the  Encaenia  at  Oxford, 
perhaps  indulged  in  conviviality  with 
his  mufical  friends;  ^nd  for  two  or  three 
of  the  fubfequent  months,  by  no  means 
lived  abflemioufly.  Unfortunately  fome 
E  s  friend 
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friend  had  recommended  to  him,  cm 
account  of  his  ftomach  complaints,  to 
drink  water  impregnated  with  fome 
kind  of  Spirit,  at,  and  after  his  meals. 
■ — Spirits  of  various  forts,  taken  in  this 
manner,  are  in  general  ufe,  and  the 
mixture  is  differently  denominated  as 
it  is  drank  hot  or  cold;  but  all  are 
equally  injurious  to  the  human  frame. 
It  may  be  urged  that  this  potation  is 
often  made  ufe  of,  for  a  confiderable 
fpace  of  time,  with  impunity  ;  I  admit 
that  it  may,  but  it  is  a  very  unhappy 
delufion,  when  this  intoxicating;  and 
pernicious  liquor,  is  quaffed  off  with 
pleafure  and  delight,  from  an  Idea 
that  if  is  not  only  innocent,  but  even 

|  1  J  "  j  '  ^ 

falutary. 

After  fome  time  however,  he  became 

♦  >>.  ■  ’  f  * 

fenfible  that  it  was  neceffary  to  make 

a  con- 
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a  confiderable  change  in  his  regimen, 
and  mode  of  living;  as,  about  the 
beginning  of  oCtober,  he  began  to 
complain  of  a  fenfe  of  weight  and 
preffure,  at  the  inferior  part  of  the 
fternum,  and  epigaltric  region,  attended 
with  a  troublelome  dry  cough,  fhortnefs 

f  •  *  ..  r  \  \ . 

of  breathing,  and  frequent  returns  of 
ficknefs  at  the  ftonjach.  A  fenfible 
decreafe  of  urine,  was  now  preceived, 
and  what  was  voided,  was  high  coloured, 
with  a  confiderable  fediment.  The 
pulfe  became  extremely  irregular,  and 
frequently  intermitted.  Thefe  very 
unfavourable  fymptqms,  had  a  daily 
increafe,  but  were  not  properly  attended 
to,  "till  the  beginning  of  December  when 
the  legs  began  to  fwell  confiderably.— 
Diuretics,  proper  Purgatives,  Blifters 
and  Expectorants  were  adminiftered, 
which  procured  a  temporary  relief,. 

Some 


Some  time  in  January,  however,  the 
difeafe  appeared  to  gain  ground  very 
faft :  Dr.  Harington  was  then  fo  kind 
as  to  give  fome  directions,  and  Mr, 
Orpin  was  afterwards  vifited  by  DoCtor 
Smith,  late  Profeffor  of  Anatomy  at 
Qxford,  and  at  this  time  Savilian 
Profeffor  of  Geometry,  in  that  Univer- 


fity.  Dr.  Frafer  alfo  oecafionally  at¬ 
tended  with  Dr.  Smith,  and  notwith¬ 


standing  the  n>oft  efficacious  medicine^ 
w,ere  prefcribed,  th^ir  efforts  were  con^ 
Itantly  baffled  by  the  difeafe.  Blis¬ 
ters  indeed  gave  fome  relief  to  the 
breath,  but  diuretics  had  no  effeCt  on 


the  urinary  fecretions  ;  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  hydropic  diathefis  had 
taken  place,  to  a  confiderable  degree. 
The  appetite  was  now  almoft  gone, 
and  thjrft  w  as  very  great :  his  nights 


fecame  extremely  refilefs,  and  it  was 

with 


) 
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<^ith  difficulty  that  he  could  continue 
in  an  horizontal  pofture,  for  any  fpace 
of  tittie.  In  the  beginning  of  February, 
lie  was  evidently  ^ much  '  warfe*;  Hhe 
fymptoms  became  more  violent,  their 

;  J  ->  f'i  •  •  •  •  '  *  >  •  ■  '  fl  *  '  '  ■  9  ■  .  •  .  •  1  V  .  -  ■*  <  ' 

returns  more  frequent;  aad  Do&or 
Smith,*  who  paid  his  eleemofynary 
turn's  with  great  regularity  and  attention, 

'  began  to  defpair  of  his  recovery.  His- 


-  \  T  >  /  ">  f 


breathing  was  now  fo  laborious,  and  his 

lungs  fo  mnch  oppreffed,  by  the  weight 

of  the  water,  that  he  was  conftamly 

e::;  l-i*  ...41 


obliged 


^  I  think  myfelf  peculiarly  fortunate  on  many  ac¬ 
counts,  that  Mr.  Orpin  was  attended  by  this  Gentle¬ 
man.  His  Character  as  a  Profeflor,  his  Ability  as  a 
Phyfician,  and  his  long  Experience,  leave  no,  room  to 
doubt  that  this  cafe  had  .been  fcientifieally  treated, 
and  the  aid  ol  every  effectual  medicine  called  in..  After 
vifiting  this  Patient,  I  consulted  with  Dr.  Smith  on  the; 
occafion,  and  mentioned  his  particular  defire  of  giving 
my  medicine  atrial.  Xo  this  the  Doctor  alfented,'  with 
great  xeadinefs  and  candor,  and  wifhed  every  pofiiblc 
fuccefs  might  attepd  4ts  exhibition ;  but  at  the  fame 


t 
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-  . 

obliged  to  defert  his  bed  at  night,  after 
a  very  ftiort  flay  in  it,  and  for  twelve 
days  and  nights  before  I  faw  him,  had 

v  *  > 

fcarcely  had  any  deep.  On  the  fix- 
teenth  of  this  month,  he  was  removed 

^rs-v-  •  t  •  *  i  i-J<  «J  >  « 

to  Coombe-Down,  in  hopes  that  a  free 
and  purer  air  might,  in  fome  meafure, 
relieve  his  breath,  arid  help  to  quiet 
the  cough.  But  the  feafon  was  unfa- 
vourable,  the  weather  fe\ere,  and  the 
prevalence  of  a  north  call  wind, 
defeated  all  expectations  of  advantage 

•  /  -4  * 

that 

Unit  bbfetved,  from  the  defpetate  ftdfe  of  the  Cafe, 
that  rhbft  probably,  all  hdiriari  efforts  for  the  Patient’s 
teco very;  ffiuft  prove  hreffe&tfal.  The  Doftor  had 
afterwards  the  goodnefs  to  vifit  Mr.  Orpin  frequently, 
With  pteafure  obferved  the  rapid  progrels  of  the  Clire, 
safnd  was  oft  all  oceafidntf  ready  to  give  his  advice  and 
Sfffi'ftanee,,  Froth  th'e  very  Extraordinary  effetli  of  the 
./‘Ethereal  Spirit,  which  he  was  witnefs  of  oh  this 
occafion,  ahd1  its  known  efficacy  on  many  others,  he  hag 
been  pie  a  fed  to  exp  refs  his  high  opinon  of  it  frequently 

in  public,  and  acknowledge  it  to  be  s{  Medicine  of  tRofy 
intrifttjc  worth* 
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that  might  have  been  derived  from 
change  of  lituation.  He  was  Hill 
obliged  to  pafs  his  nights  in  what  is 
called  an  eafy  chair,  but  which  unfor¬ 
tunately  was  not  fo  to  him  ;  and  on  the 
18th.  was  fo  ill,  that  it  was  agreed,  he 
could  not  poffibly  live  twice  twenty 
four  hours.  I  firft  vifited  him  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th,  and  found  him  in 
fo  deplorable  a  lituation,  that,  I  did 
not  think  it  poffible  any  thing,  lefs 
than  fupernatural  Interposition,  could 
reflore  him.  He  was  extremely  ema¬ 
ciated,  with  that  fqualid  countenance 
and  relaxed  Hate  of  the  mufcles,  which 
is  obferved  in  people  who  are  foon  a- 
bout  to  die. — His  brain  appeared  to 
be  very  much  oppreffed,  and  his  anfwers 
were  given  in  a  weak  and  very  flow 
tone  of  voice.  The  pulfe  was  exceed¬ 
ing  fmall,  thread-like  and  intermitting, 
F  at 


.at  leaft  every  fourth  flroke.  Hie  con- 
Itriftivepain  of  the  breaft,  was  at  times 
intenfely  fevere ;  the  breathing  very 
Ihort  and  laborious ;  and  he  was  obliged 
to  be  very  cautious,  even  in  altering  his 
pofture  in  the  chair.  The  legs  were 
fwoln  to  a  vaft  lize,  and  the  fwelling 
indeed  extended  much  above  the  knees, 
pitted  very  much  on  preffure,  and  the 
difcharge  by  urine  was  inconfiderable. 
All  thefe  fymptoms  taken  together, 
were  extremely  difcouraging  : — In  this 
defperate  fituation  my  medicine  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  recommended  to  him,  and 
accordingly  I  was  fent  for.  I  ordered 
a  draught  to  be  taken  that  night  about 
ten,  and  extraordinary  as  it  may  ap¬ 
pear,  it  procured  three  fucceffive  hours, 
refrefhing  fleep,  namely,  from  eleven 
'till  two,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
night  was  palled  in  bed,  without  that 

anxiety 
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anxiety  and  opprefhon,  which  kad  be¬ 
fore  fo  conftantly  attended  him.  This 
Information  I  received  the  following 
day,  with  equal  furprife  and  pleafure ; 
and  therefore  ordered  the  draughts  -to 
be  again  repeated,  night  and  morning. 
The  fame  good  fuccefs  continued  to 
attend  them ;  and  there  was  on  that 
day,  a  confiderable  increafe  of  urine. 
The  draughts  of  eourfe  were  again 
repeated,  and  on  the  third  night  he 
Jlept  between  four  and  five  hours,  an.d 
in  the  fpace  of  forty-eight  hours,  had 
made  more  than  three  quarts  of  urine. 
The  conftri£tive  pain  acrofs  the  breaft 
was  very  much  abated,  the  breath  very 
mnch  relieved,  and  the  ficknefs  and 
naufea  almoft  totally  gone.  On  thurf- 
day*{23)  the  patient,  with  a  degree  of 
F  2  fatisfaftion 

*  On  this  day,  I  made  my  leccmd  in  company 

with 
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fatisfadlion,  eat  part  of  a  broiled  fowl ; 
and  from  this  time  forward,  his  appe¬ 
tite  daily  mended,  and  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks,  his  ftomach  feemed  to  have  per¬ 
fectly  recovered  its  tone. 

*  ••  ’  }  f.  S  f  i  (  I  }  »  <  4  f  I  }  i  ^  • 

»  4  »  j  j  ; 

The  diuretic  power  of  this  medicine 
was  fo  great,  that  during  the  courfe  of 
the  fecond  week,  he  voided  a  lull  quart 
of  urine  at  a  time,  and  could  then  take 
reft  in  a  recumbent  pofture,  It  w7ouid 
be  tedious,  and  unneceftary,  to  give  a 
regular  diary,  or  a  relation  of  minute 

.  circumftances  ; 


with  Dr.  Smith,  and  we  were  both  molt  agreeably 
furprifed,  to  find  fo  great  a  change  for  the  better.  The 
Circumftance  which  now  appeared  the  molt  firiking,  and 
worthy  attention,  was  the  very  remarkable  alteration  in 
the  pulle ;  which  when  I  firftfawhim,  wasfmall,  thread 
like,  irregular,  and  almoft  conftantly  intermitting;  now 
beat  full  and  ftrong,  with  the  interm iffion  much  lefs 
frequent :  This  among  many  other  circumfiances,  ferves' 
to  prove,  how  friendly  this  Medicine  mull  be  to  the 
hunjan  Frame,  and  what  Energy  it  gives,  to  the  Vis 
Vjtse,  or  living  Principle* 
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eircumftances ;  it  will  be  fufficient  for 
our  purpofc  to  fay*  that  my  Medicine 

was  pretty  regularly  repeated:  for  the 

* 

fpace  of  two  months ;  that  no  other 
medicine  of  any  kind  was  adminiftered* 
not  even  the  molt  gentle  Aperient ;  for 
by  this  alone,  the  bowels  were  kept  in 
a  regular  and  foluble  State,  flatus  was 
difcharged  freely  to  his  great  relief ;  and 
the  urine  continued  to  flow  in  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity-  As  the  complaints 
abated,  he  had  a  gradual  return  of 
ftrength,  and,  in  fix  weeks,  was  fo  far 
recovered  as  to  be  able,  in  fome  degree, 
to  follow  his  Profeflion.  At  this  time 
he  enjoys  good  health,  can  afcend  an 
acclivity  with  eafe,  and  feems  to  have 
nothing  to  complain  of,  but  a  flight 
degree  of  Palpitation,  attended  with  a 
ertain  irregularity  of  the  Pulfe,  which 
'-^ably  be  conftitutional  or  at 

leaft 
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lead  of  long  (landing.  A  troubieforae 
cough  having  been  the  confequence  of 
taking  cold,  two  or  three  different 
times,  it  has  been  conftantly  relieved 
by  the  ^Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit,  given 
in  a  peftoral  draught,  and  a  deco&ion 
of  the  Peruvian  Bark,  joined  with 
Elixir  of  Vitriol,  has  been  given  with 
good  fuccefs  in  (lengthening  the  ge¬ 
neral  habit. 

If  we  attentively  confider  the  nature 
of  Hydrothorax,  which  in  the  opinion 
of  a  celebrated  Profeffor,  who  is  de- 
fervedly  efteemed  one  of  the  firft  Phy- 
ficians  of  the  prefent  age,  feldom  or 
never  admits  of  cure,  or  even  alleviation 
from  medicine,  the  extremity  to  which 
this  patient  was  reduced,  and  the  in- 
efficacy  of  all  other  means  that  had 
!>een  ’tried ;  it  might  give  fome  room 

to 


i 
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to  doubr,  whether  it  was  poffible  for 
any  medicine  to  procure  fuch  fpeedy 
and  effeftual  relief.— To  this  I  can 
only  fay,  that  the  cafe  has  been  very 
fairly  hated — in  no  degree  exaggera¬ 
ted  ;  that  I  have  fcrupuloufly  adhered 
to  fa6ts ;  and  laftly,  that  it  is  in  my 
power  to  adduce  the  teftimony  of  thofe 
medical  gentlemen,  by  whom  Mr. 
Orpin  was  frequently  vifited,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  cure.  Thefe  confeder¬ 
ations,  and  the  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances  attending  this  cafe,  have  induced- 
me  to  fay  thus  much* 


OBSERVATIONS, 

The  Operation  of  Paracentefis  has 
been  generally  recommended  by  fyftc- 
made  Writers  in.  the  Hydrothorax, 

when 
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when  all  other  means  of  relief  have  beeri 
tried  in  vain ;  it  has  been  fometimes 
prabiifed,  but  rarely  with  fuccefs ;  and 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  it  fo  feldom 
fucceeds  in  the  Afcites :  for  if  the 
exhalants,  Hill  continue  to  pour  out  a 
redundant  fluid,  into  the  cavities  of  the 
abdomen  and  thorax;  and  the  power 
of  abforption  cannot  be  increafed,  in 
proportion  to  the  accumulation  of  fluid, 
it  is  evident,  that  inftead  of  a  cure,  a 
truce  only  is  obtained. — -Other  difficul¬ 
ties,  alfo  attend  the  Operation  in  this 
Cafe ;  as  for  the  molt  part  it  will  be 
neceffary,  that  a  puntlure  fhould  be 
made  into  each  cavity  of  the  Thorax, 
otherwife  the  Patient,  can  be  but  par¬ 
tially  relieved  ;  and  from  the  part  par¬ 
ticularly  affe&ed  with  the  conffri6live 
pain,  'tis  probable,  that  the  cellular 
fubftance  of  the  mediaftinum  is  alia 

loaded 


\ 
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f.  :  v 

loaded  with  water,  which  though  the 
part  will  admit  of  perforation,  yet  in  a 
cafe  of  fuch  uncertainty,  few  patients 
will  be  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  the  oper¬ 
ation,  which  even  few  Practitioners  will 

>  , 

venture  to  recommend ;  and  the  only 
hope  mult  then  be  from  medicine* 

The  medicines  which  at  prefent,  are 
molily  relied  on,  for  the  cure  of  the 
dropfy,  are  preparations,  of  crude 
Mercury  broken  down,  and  joined 
with  fome  diuretic  or  aperient  medicine; 
fome  chymical  preparations  of  Mercury  ; 
preparations  of  Squills  and  Hellebore* 
Digitalis  purpurea,  either  in  fubftancea 
infufion  or  decoction  ;  Colchicum  fo 
particularly  recommended  by  Dr„ 
Storck ;  a  variety  of  diuretic  medicines* 
whofe  virtues  are  very  frequently  un¬ 
certain  ;  and  to  thefe  may  alfo  be  added 
G  ftrong 


i 
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ftrong  emetics  and  draftic  purges. —In 
what  manner  do  thefe  various  medicines 
operate,  or  from  whence  do  they  derive 
their  power  of  exciting  abforption  ?  We 
prefume  it  muft  be  chiefly  from  their 
ftimulus  on  the  nervous  coats  of  the 
Itomach  and  inteftinal  canal ;  and  we 
are  alfo  inclined  to  think,  that  their 
effects  ceafe  as  foon  as  that  flimulus  is 

removed.— 4Ve  muft,  however  acknow- 

•  •  ? 

ledge  that  fome  diuretics  enter  the 
lafteals,  and  being  united  with  the  cir¬ 
culating  fluids,  become  an  additional 
fpur  to  the  kidnies  to  perform  their 
office:  We  may  inftance  Camphire, 
Cantharides,  terebinthinate  Medicines 
8c c.  It  does  not  appear  that  Cream  of 
tartar,  has  any  fpccific  virtue  in  the 
cure  of  the  dropfy  :  when  diftblved  in 
a  large  proportion  of  water,  of  which 
it  requires  more  than  an  hundred 

times 
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times  its  weight  to  keep  it  lufpended9  it 

a&s  as  a  mild  diuretic  ;  and  when  drank 

.  -  -  •  '  • 

in  large  quantities,  in  the  dropfy,  at¬ 
tended  with  much  third,  it  often  does 
great  good ;  but  other  watery  fluids  have 
been  alfo  known  to  produce  the  fame 
cffe£L 

It  is  moreover  very  clear,  that  the 
frequent  repetition  of  purgatives  of  the 
draflic  kind,  muft  weaken  the  conflitu- 
tion,  and  therefore  will  not  admit  a  long 
continuance ;  and  the  ufe  of  Mercury 
muft  frequently  be  difcontinued,  from 

i 

ts  tendency  to  pals  out  of  the  habit  by 
the  falivary  glands ;  which  if  not  fea- 
fonably  attended  to,  would  produce 
dangerous  confequences.  Of  the  other 
fpecifics,  Squill  is  perhaps  the  lead  ex¬ 
ceptionable,  as  its  diuretic  effe&s  are 
more  certain,  and  its  acrimony  may  be 
G  2  to 
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fo  blunted,  as  to  be  given  with  fecurity 
and  without  much  difturbance  to  the 

'  f  ,  \  ‘  “  *  t  *  • 

fyftem :  this  cannot  be  faid  either,  of 

Digitalis  purpurea  or  Colchicum. 

k  '  .  \ 

The  very  powerful  effects,  of  the 
^Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit,  in  promoting 
abforption,  and  increafing  the  thinner 
fecretions,  are  derived  from  another 

fource ; — Not  from  deleterious  ac- 

,  . 

rimony — not  from  violent  ftimulus — 
but  from  its  tonic,  its  cordial,  and 
analeptic  virtues;  from  the  extreme 
tenuity,  and  volatility,  of  its  component 
parts ;  whereby  it  is  capable  of  perva¬ 
ding  the  fmallelt  capillary  tubes,  and 
of  palfing  into  that  feries  of  minute 
veffels,  perhaps  only  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  nervous  and  eleftric  fluids ; 
and  alfo  of  a  fluid,  which  though  of 
perceptible  qualities,  yet  nearly  ap~, 

proaching, 
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proaching,  in  properties,  to  thofe  juft 
.  mentioned. 

‘■•/it  f>  i  ' '  _  i  j  f 

It  is  however  to  be  remembered  that 
certain  kinds  of  Dropfies,  are  from  their 
very  nature  incurable  by  medicine  * 
for  inltance,  when  the  dropfy  is  occa- 
fioned  by  a  difeafe  of  the  Liver,  which 
molt  probably  will  happen  from  fchirrus? 
whereby  the  return  of  the  venal  blood 
to  that  vifcus  may  be  much  impeded. — r 
Alfo  when  a  fchirrus  of  the  Liver  takes 
place,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
Organ  mult  perform  its  functions  very 
imperfectly,  the  fecreted  Bile  will  be 
both  vifcid  and  vapid,  fecerned  perhaps 
in  too  fmall  quantities,  unfit  for  co¬ 
operating  in  the  bufinefs  of  Chylifica- 
tion ;  and  from  a  want  of  its  natural 
ftimulus,  and  not  being  mixed  in  due 
proportion  with  the  faecal  difcharges,  a 

coftivenefs 
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coftivenefs  will  enfue,  and  thole  fymp- 
toms  attendant  on  Jaundice: — Hence 
we  may  learn  why  an  Afcites  or  dropfy 
of  the  belly  alone,  will  lefs  readily 
yield  to  the  power  of  medicine  than 
when  joined  with  Anafarca;  hence  alio 
we  difcover  the  caufe  why  the  dropfy 
and  jaundice  are  fo  often  attendant  on 
each  other,  and  why  fo  difficult  of  cure. 
The  moll  fpecific  remedies  in  fuch  in- 
flances  mull  fail  of  fuccefs. 

t  ‘  •  .-  ■  >  *  .  +  .  .  •.  ,  .  "  .  ,  ;  j. 

A  rupture  of  the  lymphatics  has 
been  affigned  as  a  reafon,  why  dropfies 
are  often  incurable  :  It  is  clear  that  this 
event  fometimes  takes  place,  as  in 
difeafes  of  the  Brain— but  we  are  not 
difpofed  to  confider  it  as  a  general  con¬ 
comitant  caufe  ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
it  feldom  happens,  as  the  fymptomsare 
to  be  accounted  foron  other  principles. 

While 
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While  I  am  on  this  fubjeCt,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  another 
obfcure  Difeafe,  which  DoCtor  Heber- 
den  has  named  Angina  peCtoris,  for 
the  cure  or  relief  of  which,  I  think 
this  medicine  is  well  calculated.*  I 
advance  this  principally  on  the  opinion 
of  that  humane  and  excellent  Phyfici- 
an,  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill;  who,  from 
obferving  the  various  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  and  collecting  what  light  could 
be  derived  from  difleCtions,  concludes, 
that  the  cure  would  be  more  effectually 
promoted  by  increasing  the  thinner  Se¬ 
cretions,  than  by  any  other  means. 
Indeed  Dr.  Macbride  gives  the  hiftory 
of  a  cafe,  where  the  cure  was  attri¬ 
buted 


On  the  Idea  that  the  violent  paroxyfms  are  occafioned 
by  Convulfion,  we  may  be  led  to  expert  this  to  be  a 
moll  powerful  remedy,  from  its  great  Antifpafmodic 
Yirtu.es, 
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biucd  lolely  to  an  Iffue  in  the  Thigh  ; 
and  draws  a  conclufion,  that  fome  a-j 
crimony  which  had  given  rife  to  the 
difeafe,  was  difeharged  by  this  outlet : 
But  from  a  perufal  of  the  cafe,  it  does 
riot  appear,  that  there  was  any  confli- 
tutional  or  hereditary  acrimony  ;  and 
the  cure  fhould  feem  to  have  been  ef¬ 
fected,  by  the  ftriCt  mode  of  regimen 
enjoined  by  the  Phyfician;  for  it  being 
admitted  that  obefity  is  fometimes  a 
concomitant  caufe ;  Abftinence,  Ex- 
ercife  and  Iffues,  feem  to  be  pointed 
out  as  a  proper  means  of  affording  re¬ 
lief.  As  there  is  alfo,  for  the  moft  part, 
in  thefe  cafes,  a  greater  or  lefs  quan¬ 
tity  of  a  ferous  fluid  found  in  the  cavi¬ 
ties  of  the  thorax,  whatfoever  tends 
to  increafe  abforption,  will  be  peculi¬ 
arly  ferviceabie. — This  will  be  effeCled 
in  an  eminent  degree,  by  the  ^Ethe¬ 
real 
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real  Anodyne  Spirit ;  which  will  alfo 
be  affifted  by  exercife,  particularly  on 
Horfeback. — It  has  been  remarked, 
that  when  the  Angina  pe&oris  proves 
fatal,  the  patient  generally  dies  fud- 
denly;  from  whence  we  may  conclude, 
that  in  thefe  cafes,  the  heart  itfelf  is 
immediately  difeafed,  or  the  large 
veffels  iffuing  from  it;  perhaps  fome 
nerve  is  compreffed,  or  the  Pericar¬ 
dium  loaded  with  an  undue  quantity 
of  fat :  either  of  thefe  caufes  will  oc» 
cafion  an  irregular  and  intermittent 
pulfe,  which  is  an  almoft  conftant  at¬ 
tendant  on  this  Diforder;  and  it  is 
to  be  noted,  that  oflifications  of  the 
larger  Veffels,  will  induce  fymptoms, 
emulating  thofe  occafioned  by  the  Hy- 
drothorax. 

H 


CASE. 
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CASE,  III. 

The  reverend  Mr.  M - ,  who,  for 

many  years  pah,  had  been  fubjeCl  to  an 
afthmatic  complaint,  lofs  oF  appetite, 
bad  digeftion,  and  lownefs  of  fpirits ; 
fornetime  in  the  fecond  week  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1786,  caught  a  violent  cold, 
which  continued  to  get  worfe  to  the 
twelfth  of  that  month,  when  he  firfl 
defired  me  to  vifit  him.  I  found  a  good 
deal  of  general  fever,  that  his  head 
was  much  affeCted,  and  his  lungs  much 
oppreffed,  though  he  expectorated 
freely ;  with  great  ficknefs  at  ftomach, 
and  total  averfion  to  every  kind  of 
food. — -He  was  defired  td  take  an 
emetic  early  in  the  evening,  fome  Sal 
volatile  in  aglafsof  cold  water  at  bed¬ 
time,  and  the  following  morning,  an 

aperient 


aperient  medicine.  The  emetic  fuc~ 
ceeded  very  well;  at  night,  however,  he 
was  reftlefs  in  a  great  degree  ;  and  the 
laxative  moved  the  bowels  once  only, 
a  great  part  being  vomited  up,  after  it 
had  been  in  the  ftomach  five  hours.  As 
the  ficknefs  ftill  continued,  with  other 
fymptoms  of  fever,  difficulty  of  brea- 
thing,  and  rather  a  full  pulfe ;  four- 
grains  of  James’s  powder  were  given 
about  the  middle  of  the  day,  at  night* 
and  repeated  early  in  the  morning; 
the  fecond  dofe  occafioned  ficknefs,  and 
afterwards  paffed  off  by  (lool,  which 
gave  the  Patient  fome  relief,  and  leffened 
a  fenfe  of  weight,  and  great  uneafinefs, 
about  the  lower  part  of  the  fternum  and 
epigaftric  region,  which  he  bad  long 
complained  of,  particularly  on  taking 
cold.  On  tuefday  (the  14th)  as  the 
Feverdid  notappear  todiminifh,  and  the 
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pulfe  was  very  quick,  irregular  and 
rather  full,  I  had  thoughts  of  taking  off 
fome  blood ;  but  knowing  how  fubjeft 
this  gentleman  was  to  lownefs,  and  de« 
preffion  of  fpirits,  and  fearing  that  a 
purulent  fpitting,  which  was  now  come 
on,  and  was  very  profufe,  might  receive 
acheck  fromtheoperation,  I  determined 
to  defer  it  ’till  the  morning ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  ordered,  a  volatile  faliae 
draught,  to  be  taken  frequently,  in  a 
ftate  of  effervefcence,  applied  a  blifter 
to  the  breaft,  as  the  breathing  was,  at 
times,  very  laborious,  and  again  repeated 
Dr.  James's  powder — This  night  like 
the  former,  proved  both  fleeplefs  and 
reftlefs,  the  fame  kind  of  expe&oration 
ftill  continued,  and  in  great  quantity ; 
the  head  was  very  painful,  the  urine 
high  coloured^  and  without  fediment, 
the  pulfe  Jefs  full,  but  frequently  inter¬ 
mitted. 
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mitted.  Wedncfday  (the  15th)  the 
fame  medicines  were  continued,  and  as 
the  cough  was  frequent  and  very  troublc- 
fome,  he  was  defired  to  take  two  or  three 
fpoonfuls  of  an  expe&orant  mixture,  as 
often  as  it  ftiould  be  neceffary.  He  was 
daily  taken  out  of  bed,  and  almoft  the 
only  reft  he  got,  was  when  fitting  in  a 
chair  and  leaning  forward  on  a  table. 

I  viftted  my  patient  early  on  thurfday 
morning,  the  16th,  and  found  that  this 
night  alfo  had  proved  reftlefs ;  the  fever 
and  other  fymptoms  continuing  nearly 
as  the  preceding  day. — He  was  now 
viftted  by  Dr.  Lyfons,  a  fkilful,  humane 
and  worthy  Phyftcian,  well  known  to  the 
medical  World,  by  his  ingenious  Publi¬ 
cation,  on  the  effeHs  of  calomel  and 
camphire  in  continued  fevers.  The 
Doflor  order’d  an  expeHorant  mixture, 
with  Oxyrnel  of  fquills;  and  in  confi- 

deration 
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deration  of  his  almoft  total  want  of 
deep,  a  pefloral  draught  with  a  dram 
of  paregoric  Elixir,  to  be  taken  at 
noon,  and  repeated  at  night. ;  and  a 
large  Veficatory  to  be  applied  between 
the  ffioulders.  The  draught  given  at 
noon,  feemed  to  procure  fome  eafe,  but 
on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  we  were 
both  much  difappointed  at  the  bad  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  night  draught,  which  had 
procured  no  deep ;  and  the  patient 
complained,  that  the  head  was  more 
painful,  the  breathing  more  difficult, 
and  expe&oration  diminiffied.  The 
expe&orant  mixture  was  ordered  to  be 
frequently  repeated  during  the  day,  and 

7  ;  y 

a  diffi  of  pennyroyal  tea  taken  very 
often  with  fome  fal  volatile  drops. — At 
night,  as  he  Rill  continued  reftlefs,  with 
great  degree  of  fever,  and  not  in  the 
Icaft  difpofed  to  deep,  with  a  frequent 

and 
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and  intermittent  pulfe,  and  much  fati~ 
gued  with  conftant  cough  and  continued 
watchfulnefs  ;  the  Do&or  thought  it 
neceflary,  that  endeavours  fhould  be 
made  ufe  of  to  procure  fleep. — -Paregoric 
elixir,,  the  mildefl  of  all  opiates,  had 
proved  unfuccefsful,  and  to  try  a  more 
powerful  one,  might  be  dangerous,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  Opium,  in  certain  conftitu- 
tions,  has  fuch  prejudicial  effe&s :  with 
that  liberality  therefore,  which  is  inhe¬ 
rent  in  the  true  gentleman,  knowing  that 
my  ^Ethereal  Spirit,  had  powerful  ano¬ 
dyne  virtues,  and  was  alfo  a  good  expec¬ 
torant  ;  he  ordered  thirty  five  drops  to 
be  given  in  a  draught,  compofed  of  cam- 
phire  julep,  pennyroyal  water,  and  fyrup 
of  faffron.  On  the  following  morning 
(the  18th)  we  had  the  plcafure  of  finding 
our  Patient  much  better,  having  had 
near  three  hours  fleep,  by  which  he  was 

exceedingly 


exceedingly  refrc filed.'*  JiI  need  not  add, 

•4  r  t  *  r 

that1  this  was  a  fuffici£nt  inducement  for 
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repeating  the  medicine,  and  a  very  rapid 
recovery,  was  to  be  dated  from  this 
period.  Each  night  became  better  'till 
he  acquired  his  ufual  reft.  The  fever 
abated,  the  pulfe  became  regular,  the 
expe&oration  lefiened,  and  put  on  a 
much  better  appearance ;  and  in  lefs 
than  a  week,  he  had  a  defire  and  relifii 
for  food.  After  this  medicine  was  admi- 


niftered,  all  others  were  difcontinued, 
except  a  peftoral  emulfion,  of  which 
a  few  fpoonfuls  were  occafionally  taken 
for  the  cough.  No  opening  medicine 
was  preferibed,  no  other  febrifuge  was 
neceffary  ;  and  the  patient  was  gradually 
reftored  to  his  ufual  health. 

\  ,11  Jir.  r  •  *  *  ^  '  i  G:i '  :  ’ 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


This  cafe  fufficiently  points  out  the 
great  efficacy  of  this  medicine  as  an 
anodyne;  perhaps  no  other  could  have 
been  fubftituted  with  fafety.  Its  falu- 
tary  effe&s  on  the  organs  of  refpiration, 
are  alfo  equally  confpicuous;  its  febri¬ 
fuge  and  tonic  virtues  are  no  iefs  appa¬ 
rent.— By  its  mild  ftimulus  on  the 
nervous  coats  of  the  Inteftines,  it  occa~ 
fions  that  due  degree  of  periftaltic 
motion,  which  is  neceffary  to  keep  the 
bowels  in  a  foluble  and  proper  ftate ; 
and  its  tendency  toaflas  a  milddiuretic, 
when  given  in  a  moderate  dofe,  and 
to  promote  infenfible  perfpiration ; 
fufficiently  indicate  the  propriety  of 
adminiflering  it  in  many  febrile  com- 
plaints.  I  can  affert  from  repeated  exper¬ 
ience  that  in  almoft every  kind  of  Afthma 
I  it 
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it  is  a  mod  powerful  remedy  •  and  I 
have  fucceeded  better  with  it  in  coughs, 
notwithftanding  they  had  derived  their 
origin  from  very  different  caufes,  than 
any  medicine  hitherto  recommended. 
Its  antifpafmodic  and  anodyne  virtues* 
are  on  thefe  occafions  very  remarkable* 
and  fudden.  I  have  now  feveral  cafes 
which  I  could  relate,  of  inveterate 
afthmas,  in  people  advanced  in  Life, 
who  before  takingthe  Ethereal  anodyne 
fpirit,  were  either  obliged  to  be  almoft 
conftantly  bolftered  up  in  bed  during  the 
night,  and  often  to  quit  it  totally ;  who 
fpent  wretched  and,  moft  diftreffing 
nights,  without  fleep,  and  were  over« 
whelmed  with  pain ;  yet  have  been  fo 
much  relieved,  as  to  reft  fome  hours, 
the  firft  time  of  taking  it,  with  an  allevia¬ 
tion  of  all  fymptoms.  and  its  good  effefls 
becoming  daily  more  confpicuous. 

I  am 
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I  am  almoft  confident,  that  this  me¬ 
dicine  taken  twice  a  day  in  a  due  dofe 
in  Tome  pe&oral  or  mucilaginous 
draught,  and  likewife  received  into  the 
lungs  by  iofpiration,  by  means  of  Dr. 
Mudge’s  inhaler,  will  do  more  fervice  in 
dileafes  of  the  Lungs,  than  the  whole  far¬ 
rago  of  Syrups,  Oils,  Emulfions  and  Con¬ 
serves;  or  the  whole  tribe  of  acrid  and 
indiffoluble  Gums,  or  fragrant  and 
coftly  Balfams.  This  is  not  a  mere  the¬ 
oretic  opinion  as  I  have  found  it  e° 

'  >  i 

minently  Serviceable  when  adminiftered 
in  this  way,  where  the  patients  had  been 
he&ical  for  a  eonfiderable  time,  with  a 
very  frequent  and  troublefome  cough, 
attended  with  pain  of  the  fide,  lols  of 
appetite,  and  a  profufe  Spitting  of  that 
kind  of  glandular  Matter,  which  is 
thrown  off  from  an  inflamed  Surface* 
and  which  if  not  corre&ed^  might,  pro- 
I  2  bahfy, 
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bably,  have  ended  in  a  true  Phthifis.— ~ 
But  its  real  efficacy  in  thefe  cafes,  mud 
be  determined  by  further  experience. 


CASE  IV. 

Mr.  Culverwell,  an  inhabitant  of  this 

City,  aged  64  Years,  of  a  robuft  con- 
ftitution,  and  who  in  general  had  enjoyed 

good  Health;  fometime  in  February 
laft, ^caught  a  fevere  cold,  which  was 
attended  with  a  troublefome  and  dry 
cough,  and  great  uneafinefs  at  the 
bread.  This  complaint  foon  began  to 
increafe,  and  became  a  pretty  fevere 
conftriftive  pain,  which  at  firft  lafted 
about  an  hour  only,  but  during  the 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  he  had  fevere 
paroxyfms,  principally  in  the  night,  for 
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the  fpace  of  feven  or  eight  hours ;  at¬ 
tended  with  numbnefs  and  an  acute 
pain  of  the  left  arm,  from  the  fhoulder 
to  the  elbow.  Thefe  pains  accom¬ 
panied  one  another,  for  as  the  former 
abated,  the  other  was  lefs  violent  alfo. 
During  the  feverity  of  the  paroxyfm,  a 
kind  of  luffocating  and  tormenting 
fenfation,*  which  feemed  to  arife  from 
the  clavicles  and  upper  part  of  the  Iter- 
num,  palTed  up  in  a  continued  dire&ion, 
on  each  fide  of  the  throat  and  face, 
and  added  not  a  little  to  this  poor 
man’s  diftrefs. 

When  the  conltri&ive  pain  of  the 
breaft  became  violent,  and  of  long 
continuance,  it  was  accompanied  with 

a  good 

*  I  have  met  v;ith  this  fymptom  in  two  other 

?aticnts, 


(  62  ) 

a  good  deal  of  third,  with  head-ack, 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  of  courfe, 
irregular  pulfc.  His  appetite  gradually 
declined,  and  he  was  fenfible  of  lofing 
ftrength  daily.  About  three  weeks 
from  the  fird  feizure,  the  pain  of  the 
bread,  and  difficult  refpiration,  obliged 
him  to  quit  his  bed,  about  one  or  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning ;  but  in  the 
advanced  period  of  the  difeafe,  he 
often  found  it  impoflible  to  continue  in 
it,  more  than  an  hour ;  and  the  remain** 
ing  part  of  the  night  was  fpent  in  walk¬ 
ing,  fitting  ereQ:  in  a  chair,  or  leaning 
forward  on  a  table ;  by  which  means  he 
beguiled  the  tedious  hours,  and  procured 
fome  red.  But  the  unrefre filing  deep 

which  was  obtained  bv  this  means, 

✓  * 

added  to  another  evil,  the  fwelling  of 
his  legs  being  increafed  by  that  ere6l 
pofture,  which  continued  in  the  morn- 

'  ing- 


(  63  ) 

ing,  when  the  diftention  indeed  was 
very  great,  and  rendered  the  cafe  more 
deplorable*. 

He  was  befides  generally  coftive^ 
much  opprefled  with  flatulence,  and  for 
fometime  paft,  had  a  gradual  decreafe 
of  urine ;  and  when  I  firft  faw  him,  not 
more  than  a  third  part  of  the  liquid 
taken  in,  was  rendered  that  way.  A 
dry  and  troublefome  cough,  eonftantly 
attended  the  fevere  paroxyfms ;  but  the 
feverity  of  all  fymptoms  had  a  re  million 
on  the  approach  of  day-light,— — Such 
was  the  fituation  of  this  Perfon,  when 
he  firft  applied  to  me  for  relief,  the  laft 
week  in  April, 

The 


*  In  the  inftances  which  lyfeave  feen,  it  does  not 
appear  that  an  increaled  fwellihg  of  the  legs  at  all  relieves 
the  breaft ;  It  only  feems  td  prove,  that  a  mote  general 
hydropic  diathefis  has  taken  place. 


(  S4  ) 

The  firft  night,  I  ordered  twenty  five 
drops  of  the  ^Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit, 
in  a  draught  cornpofed  of  camphire 
Julep,  pennyroyal  water  and  fyrup  of 
faffron,  with  twenty  drops  of  vinegar 
of  fquills;  and  the  following  morning, 
a  dofe  of  aperient  pills.  The  draught 
fucceeded  fo  well,  as  to  procure  near 
fix  hours  deep,  and  the  following  day  he 
thought  himfelf  better — He  was  now 
ordered  to  repeat  the  medicine  morning 
and  evening,  the  dofe  at  night  being 
gradually  increafed  to  fifty  five  drops, 
and  that  in  the  morning  to  forty  ;  which 
for  the  mod  part  was  regularly  taken 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  days ;  and  during 
that  time,  he  had  no  paroxyfm  fo  fevere, 
as  to  oblige  him  to  leave  bis  bed  above 
two  or  three  different  times.  From 
that  time  forward,  hill  his  recovery, 
the  draught  was  only  repeated  at  bed 

time 
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time,  and  no  other  medicine  adminifter’d 

,  •  .  ,  .  N  /  V  V*  *-  ’  '  " 

during  the  cure,  except  fome  aperient 
Pills,  when  it  happen’d  to  be  neceflary. 
After  the  firft  week,  the  conftridive  paiii 
of  the  bread  was  very  much  abated,  the 
concomitant  fymptom  of  pain  in  the 
arm  was  almoft  gone ;  his  breath  was 
a  good  deal  relieved,  and  he  began  to 
expe£lora\e  more  freely.  There  was  a 
gradual  and  conilant  increafe  of  urine., 
he  became  more  alert,  his  appetite 
returned,  and  his  general  Health,  daily 
improved.  After  the  firft  fortnight,  he 
got  good  reft,  and  in  the  fpace  of  fix 
weeks,  was  diffidently  recovered  to  fol¬ 
low  his  ufual  employment.— 

Having  twice  caught  a  fevere  cold,  it 
was  followed  with  a  troublefome  cough, 
fhortnefs  of  breathing  and  tightnefs 
acrofs  the  bread,  without  a  return  of 
K  "  any 


(  66  ) 


any  of  the  fevere  fymptoms.  The  fame 
remedy  had  its  former  good  effefl,  and 
his  complaints  were  perfe&ly  relieved 
in  five  or  fix  days,  each  time, - - 

This  Perfon  was  recommended  to  my 
care,  by  Mr.  Symons,  a  very  ingenious 
Surgeon  of  this  City,  to  whom  the 
public  is  much  obliged,  for  his  attention 
to,  and  improvement  of,  the  new  City 
Baths :  having  examined  his  cafe  with 
particular  attention,  he  without  hefitation, 
pronounced  it  to  be  Hydrothorax,  which 
I  conceive  the  above  hiftory  mull  fully 
confirm. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  ProfefTor  Cullen, 
that  Hydrothorax  or  a  colle&ion  of 

ferous 
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ie rous  fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  brea'ft, 
occurs  more  frequently  than  is  in  gene¬ 
ral  imagined;  and  alfo,  that  in  Anafar- 
ca,  the  general  Diathefls  feems  to  affeft 
the  thorax,  looner  than  it  does  the  head 
or  abdomen.  It  is  perhaps  very  difficult 
to  affign  a  reafon  why  this  cavity  ffiould 
be  more  fufceptible  of  a  difeafe  which  is 
the  confequcnce  of  general  debility 
of  the  fyftem,  than  the  abdomen;  we 
doubt  not  however,  that  this  opinion  is 
founded  on  obfervadon,  though  it  has 
efcaped  the  notice  of  pratlitioners  in 
general :  tis  alfo  very  probable  that  the 
dilorder  which  has  often  been  confl- 
dered  as  an  inveterate  A  (thru  a  or  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  depofite  of  gouty  Acri¬ 
mony,  and  treated  as  fuch ;  on  a 
proper  inveftigation  of  the  matter,  might 
have  been  difcovered,  to  be  an  Hydro- 
thorax.  Two  inftances  of  this  kind  have 
K  2  lately 
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lately  happened  within  my  own  know* 
ledge;  the  one  in  the  cafe  of  a  perfonage 
of  the  firft  Confequence. — 

Bliftersand  Iffaes  are  often  ineffectu¬ 
ally  recommended,  and  indeed  it  would 
be  difficult  to  conceive  how  an  iffue, 
or  blifter,  fhould  cure  a  dropfy  of  the 
bread.  They  may  ferve  to  amufe  the 
patient,  and  procure  a  drain  from  the 
habit,  which  eventually  may  do  no  good. 
Bliftcrs  indeed,  when  applied  to  the 
part,  may  from  their  ftimulus,  and 
diuretic  quality  of  the  acrid  fait  which 
the  flies  contain,  produce  fome  tempo¬ 
rary  relief;  but  to  be  really  ferviceable, 
they  would  require  a  long  continuance, 
which  the  great  irritation  they  occafion, 
very  often  will  not  admit  of. 


As 
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As  to  diuretics  in  general,  how  un¬ 
certain  this  clafs  of  medicine  is  in  its 
operation,  mud  be  obvious  to  every 
Pra6litioner.  It  is  moreover  difficult 
to  affign  a  reafon,  why  the  fame  diuretic 
medicine  is  employed  with  fo  much 
fuccefs  in  one  patient,  and  totally  with¬ 
out  effe£l  in  another;  even  in  cafes  at¬ 
tended  with  fimilar  fymptoms,  and  in  a 
fimilar  (late  of  the  difeafe.  We  do  not 
pretend  to  account  for  this  circumftance,  • 
yet  there  is  one  probable  reafon  why, 
in  certain  cafes  of  Dropfy,  fcarce  any 
of  the  prefent  medicines,  termed  diure¬ 
tics,  produce  any  effed.  We  conclude 
it  to  be,  from  a  want  of  tonic  powers,  of 
that  analeptic  Virtue,  which  isneceffary 
to  invigorate  the  languiffiing  habit,  and 
to  affifl  nature  in  carrying  on  her  various 
and  manifold  operations;  particularly, 
that  of  abforption.— On  this  account, 

Campfire 
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Camphire  fhould  feem  to  deferve  a 
dillinguifhed  place  among  medicines  of 
this  clafs. 

No  medicine  can  be  of  real  fervice 

* 

in  this  difeafe,  but  as  it  tends  to  excite 
abforption,  to  ftrengthen  the  digeftive 
organs,  and  to  give  tone  to  the  general 
habit.  This  will  in  fome  meafure  be 
promoted  by  the  cooperation  of  exercife, 
as  it  tends  to  promote  perfpiration,  and 
is  one  well  known  means  of  exciting  gen¬ 
eral  abforption.  A  light  perlpirable 
diet,*  will  alfo  be  exceedingly  proper, 
and  patients  under  tbefc  circumftances, 
fhould  be  reftrained  from  all  vifcid 
flatulent  and  acrimonious  Food;  and 
above  all  things,  from  every  kind  of 

ardent 


*  Cibus  effe  debet  ex  media  quidem  materia,  fed 
f  amen  genera  duriorijs.  Celfus,  lib.  3,  cap.  21. 
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ardent  Spirit ;  as  having  a  fatal  tendency 
to  debilitate  the  habit,  and  enervate  the 
confiitution. 


CASE  V, 

Mrs.  W - —  This  Lady  is  now  about 

44  years  of  Age,  and  for  a  long  period, 
has  been  liable  to  frequent  Illneffes, 
Being  of  an  irritable  habit,  and  from 
redundant  acrimony,  fhe  was  fubje£t  to 
an  habitual  diarrhsea,  which  often 
required  medical  affiftancc;  and  at 
other  times,  to  obftinate  conflipations 
of  the  bowels.- — —She  has  frequently 
been  attacked  with  violent  fpafms,  and 
contra&ions,  in  various  parts  of  the 
body,  and  to  fo  great  a  degree,  in  the 
hands  and  arms,  as  to  be  totally  in« 
capacitated  from  writing,  and  with 

difficulty  s 
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difficulty,  able  to  feed  herfelf.  This  laft 
Complaint  was  more  relieved  by  cupping 
than  any  other  means.  She  was  a'lfd 
fubjeft  to  violent  rheumatic  pains;  and 
once  had  the  Sciatica  fo  fevere,  as  to 
occafion  lamenefs,  for  a  confiderable 
fpace  of  time. 

About  the  month  of  July  1785,  ffie 
complained  of  pain  in  the  ancle  of  the 
left  leg,  which  gradually  and  continually 
increafed,  notwithstanding  every  affif- 
tance  given  her  by  an  able,  attentive 
and  experienced  Surgeon.  Embroca¬ 
tions,  cataplafms  with  a  large  proportion 
of  opium,  and  fomentations,  were 
had  recourfe  to  in  vain.  The  pain 
extended  from  the  ancle  to  the  knee, 
*  and  a  general  fwelling  of  the  limb  took 
place.  Bliders  were  applied  to  the 
parts  affebted,  but  without  fuccefs. 

Afterwards, 


\ 
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x 

Afterwards,  mercurial  ointment  was 
added  to  the  cataplafms,  and  Calomel 
rubb’d  on  the  dufts  of  the  falivary  glands, 
after  the  method  recommended  by  Mr, 
Clare.  This,  though  applied  in  fmall 
quantities,  occafioned  a  plentiful  ptyalifm 
which  lafted  for  fome  weeks,  but  with¬ 
out  any  fenfible  advantage.  The  part 
hill  continuing  to  fwell,  attended  with 
great  and  conftant  pain,  as  a  laft  refource3 
a  Cauftic  was  applied  to  the  inner  ancle, 
and  before  the  efchar  feparated,  an 
abfcefs  formed,  and  difcharged  itfelf, 
on  the  oppofite  fide.  The  difcharge 
was  ichorous,  black  and  fetid,  and  in¬ 
dicated  caries ;  however,  after  much 
trouble,  both  wounds  healed  up,  leaving 
an  anchylofis. — Two  other  abfcelfes 
alfo  formed,  on  the  fide  of  the  tibia, 
one  about  the  middle  of  the  leg,  the 
other  near  the  knee;  but  thefe  being 
L  laid 
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laid  open  and  dilated,  yielded  to  tbe 
common  mode  of  treatment.  Doftor 
Lyfons,  her  Phyfician,  after  a  great 
variety  of  medicines  had  been  ufed  to 
no  effefl,  dire&ed  a  drift,  and  abde- 
mious  regimen,  and  various  altera¬ 
tives  were  tried,  though  with  but  little 
advantage.  The  pain  was  in  general 
fo  violent,  and  die  at  night  fo  redlefs, 
that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have 
frequent  recoufte  to  opiates,  and  that 
in  a  pretty  full  dole.  This  gave  a 
temporary  relief,  but  was  attended  with 
ficknels  in  the  morning,  and  a  vertigo 
that  fometimes  laded  the  whole  day. 

In  January  1786,  a  fevere  pleuritic 
pain,  made  blood-letting  neceffary,  and 
the  operation  was  twice  repeated. 
A  blider  was  alfo  applied  to  the  part 
affefted,  and  by  the  affidance  of  pro- 

per 
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per  medicine,  the  pain  and  fever  were 
totally  removed  ;  but  the  other  com¬ 
plaints  hill  continued,  as  before,  without 
any  abatement. 

In  February,  it  was  very  obvious, 
that  the  conftitution  was  much  impaired; 
file  had  very  little  appetite,  frequent 
returns  of  fever,  and  except  when 
under  the  influence  of  opiates,  was 
always  in  much  mifery.  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  this  month,  both  legs  be¬ 
came  anafarcous,  the  fwelling  increafed 
in  a  rapid  manner,  foon  reached  the 
thighs,  which  at  lafl  came  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  fize.  The  parts  affe&ed,  were 
hard,  tenfe  and  painful  to  the  touch  ; 
the  urine  high  coloured,  and  voided  in 
fmall  quantity.  The  diarhaea  at  times, 
was  very  trouble fome,  yet  fo  far  from 
relieving  any  complaint,  that  it  only 
L  2  contributed 
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contributed  to  a  yilible  decreafe  of 
ftrength.  The  face,  and  upper  part 
of  the  body,  were  mnch  emaciated ; 
and  the  third  week  in  March,  it  was 
concluded,  from  the  great  weaknefs, 
unremitting  pain,  and  total  loft*  of 
appetite,  that  the  difeafe  mull  foon 
terminate,  fatally. 

On  the  19th  of  this  month,  Doelor 
Lyfons  ordered  forty  drops,  of  the 
./Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit  to  be  taken  at 
bedtime,  and  repeated  either  once  or 
twice  in  twenty  four  hours,  as  it  fhould 
be  neceffary.  The  powerful  diuretic 
effects  of  this  medicine,  took  place 
immediately,  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
urine  having  been  voided  that  night.  In 
the  fpace  of  a  week,  fhe  was  much 
better ;  the  opiate  at  night  became  un- 
neceffary,  and  there  was  a  fenfible 

decceafe 
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decreafe  of  pain.  In  another  fortnight, 
we  had  gained  ground  confiderabiy ;  a 
plentiful  flow  of  urine  continued,  the 
limbs  were  much  leffened  in  fize,  and 
the  appetite  was  very  much  improved. 
The  ^Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit,  was 
now  continued  almoft  conftantly,  at 
night,  for  fometime ;  in  fhort,  ’till  the 
fwelling  was  totally  reduced  ;  when  un¬ 
fortunately,  a  violent  indigeftion  was 
likely  to  have  deprived  us  of  all  the 
advantage  we  had  gained,  and  the 
patient  of  her  life.  This  complaint, 
however,  was  removed  in  four  or  five 
days,  but  (he  was  fo  much  reduced  by 
it,  and  the  habit  fo  much  relaxed,  that 
one  leg  and  thigh  again  began  to  fwell 
very  much.  The  ^Ethereal  draught, 
was  again  adminiftered ;  which  befides 
having  the  good  effefl  of  an  opiate, 
gradually  reduced  the  fwelling,  and 

increafed 
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increafed  the  appetite  ;  and  her  general 
health,  is  reftored  to  a  degree,  that 
has  exceeded  the  mod  (anguine  expec¬ 
tations  of  all  her  medical  attendants, 
as  well  as  of  all  thofe,  who  were  about 
her. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fudden,  and  powerful  diuretic 
effeft  of  this  medicine,  is  fufficiently 
ffiewn  in  the  bidory  of  this  cafe  ;  but  it 
is  perhaps  of  more  confequence  to  re¬ 
mark  the  great  alteration  induced  in  the 
general  habit; — In  a  conditution  that 
appeared  to  be  alrnod  worn  down  with 
Difeafe ;  where  the  duids  were  much 
vitiated;  where  a  peculiar  acrimony, 
had  made  a  depofite  on  different  parts 
of  the  fame  limb  ;  and  where  its  painful 

effefl 
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effect  on  the  joint  ftill  continued,  though 
the  wound  was  healed ;  the  Ethereal 
Anodyne  Spirit  afforded  more  relief, 
and  contributed  more  towards  a  cure, 
than  the  mod  powerful  alteratives.  It 
gradually  reftored  the  appetite,  it  was 
alfo  a  means  of  procuring  reft,  and 
it  plentifully  evacuated  the  morbid 
humors. 

This  patient,  on  account  of  the  ftiff 
Joint,  being  deprived  of  exercife,  obli¬ 
ged  to  lead  a  fedentary  life,  and  con¬ 
tinue  much  in  a  fitting  pofture ;  has  had 
fome  return  of  a  hard  fwelling  and  ftiff- 
nefs  in  the  right  leg  and  thigh.  This 
medicine  therefore,  has  been  occafton- 
ally  repeated,  and  when  given  in  a 
pretty  full  dofe,  has  fcarcely  ever  failed 
of  increafing  urine,  to  at  leaft  triple  the 
quantity  made  on  thofe  days,  on  which 

the 
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the  medicine  was  omitted  and  reduced 
the  tumor,  which  was  exadily  fimilar  to 
thofe  obferved  in  the  thighs  of  anafarcous 
patients. 

It  is  of  coniequence  to  know,  that  its 
diuretic  Effedt  in  general,  feidom  takes 
place  in  a  considerable  degree,  'till  the 
dofe  is  increafed  to  forty  or  fifty  drops; 
and  I  fometime  fince  had  a  patient,  who 
being  too  cautious  about  the  dofe,  con¬ 
tinued  it  for  near  a  fortnight  without 
advantage;  but  on  taking  fifty  drops 
twice  a  day,  file  in  the  courfe  of  four 
days,  evacuated  by  urine  and  alvine 
difcharges,  fome  gallons.  It  may  not 
be  improper  to  add,  that- this  patient 
having  a  great  averfion  to  medicine, 
took  it  in  no  other  vehicle  than  rhenifh 
wine  and  water;  that  all  other  medicines 
had  for  fometime  been  difcontinued ; 

and 


and  that  the  Digitalis  purpurea,  was 
neceffarily  relinquifhed ;  as  it  occafioned 
naufea,  vertigo,  and  total  lofs  of  appe¬ 
tite,  which  has  never  fince  been  reco¬ 
vered.  It  appears  probable,  that  the 
tone  of  the  ftomach  was  more  injured 
by  this  medicine,  if  I  may  venture  to 
give  it  that  name,  than  by  the  Difeafe 
itfelf ;  as  before  we  had  recourfe  to  it., 
the  appetite  was  very  good**  As  far 
M  as 


*  An  ingenious  Phyfician,  who  refides  in  the  neigh- 
bourbood  of  London,  has  informed  me,  that  a  Lady 
whofe  ftomach  bore  large  dofcs  of  it  without  its  occafi- 
oning  much  ficknefs.  and  where  it  was  gradually  incrcaf- 
3d  fo  far  as  feven  grains,  without  producing  any  diuretic 
effeft  ;  had  her  ftomach  fo  much  injured  by  it,  as  never 
after  to  recover  its  tone,  and  the  Dropfy  remained  in= 
curable. 

In  another  cafe  of  Afeites,  in  a  young  woman,  it 
cured  the  Difeafe,  but  brought  on  a  paralytic  Affe&ions, 
which  however,  her  youth  and  the  afliftance  of  medicine^ 
at  length,  enabled  her  to  furmount. 

In  the  cafe  of  a  Lady,  who  lives  in  a  diftant  County 
and  laboured  under  an  afeites  joined  with  Anafarca^ 

th . 


as  my  own  obfervations  have  gone,  1 
am  forry  to  be  under  the  difagreeable' 
fieceffity  of  drawing  the  following  con- 

clufions  ; 

\ 

the  foxglove  proved  more  diuretic  than  any  other  me¬ 
dicine,  and  procured  temporary  relief ;  on  a  fecorid 
trial  however,  it  had  no  eft’edt  <  n  the  urinary  fecretion, 
hut  brought  on  a  deadly  ficknefs.  attended  with  great 
debility;  on  which  account  it  was  neceflarily  difcoiv- 
tinued. 

It  was  alfo  adminifiered  t6  a  Gentleman  in  Cornwall, 
in  a  dropfy  of  the  Bread,  and  the  account  which  I  have 
received  from  thence  fays,  that  ifcafted  more  powerfully 
as  a  diuretic,  than  any  other  medicine  that  was  tried, 
and  having  relieved  all  difireffing  fymptoms,  it  was 
concluded  that  the  water  had  been  perfectly  evacuated. 
The  foxglove  was  continued  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days 
only,  when  it  brought  on  a  fever,  delirium  and  fuch 
dimnefs  of  light  for  feveral  weeks,  as  entirely  to  deprive 
the  patientof  the  amufement  of  reading.  Pie  continued 
in  a  State  of  tolerable  eafe  for  fome  months,  when  the 
Dileafe  returned  with  its  former  violence.  The  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  Phyfician  was  now  obtained,  for  the 
trial  of  the  ^Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit,  and  on  this  occa- 
lion,  I  (hall  relate  the  event,  in  the  words  of  the  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  fiber,  to  her  friend  in  Bath. — “  Under  thefc 
“  circumfiances,  the  .Ethereal  Spirit  was  given,  and 
<c  without  afting  at  all  as  a  diuretic  or  cathartic,  myr 
“  Brother  was  again  unaccountably  relieved  from  the 
oppreffion  at  his  Bread,  and  the  increafcd  fwellirfg 
“  of'  the  belly  lelfened,  and  in  this  tolerable  bate  he 

“  has 
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elutions ;  that  Digitalis  purpurea,  has 
no  certain  diuretic  properties— that  it 
is  exceedingly  inimical  to  the  human 
frame,  particularly  the  nervous  fyftem  ; 
and  that  by  a  perfeverance  in  its  ufe, 
after  it  begins  to  occafion  naufea  and 
ficknefs,  tends  to  injure  the  ftomach, 
and  occafion  irremediable  evils.* 

M  2  -CASE, 


**  has  remained  ever  fince.55  N.  B.  It  was  once  be¬ 
fore  taken  by  this  gentleman,  and  procured  great  re- 
lief,  without  any  fenfible  evacuation,  though  never  given 
in  a  full  dofe,  nor  continued  a  proper  time.  The  above 
letter  was  wrote  in  July,  and  I  have  been  lately  inform¬ 
ed,  that  he  died  about  two  months  fmce. 

*  I  very  heartily  join  in  opinion,  with  an  ingenious 
Correfpondent  of  Worcefter,  who  in  hisLetter  to  me  on 
this  fubjebl,  fays,  “  Our  Phyficians  have  of  late  given 
it  very  generally,  and  in  fmall  dofes,  fpeak  rather 
s<  favorably  of  it.  If  I  am  not  miftaken,  it  will  foon, 
tl  with  the  whole  tribe  of  noxious  vegetables  fo  much 
infafhion,  fmk  into  the  contempt  they  deferve  1  ” 


\ 


(  84  ) 

I 

CASE  VI, 

Mr.  B~ - a  perfon  of  property  in 

this  neighbourhood  applied  to  Dr.  Har- 
ington  fometime  in  the  month  of  June 
laft,  on  account  of  difficulty  and 
fhortnefs  of  breathing,  attended  with  a 
dry  cough  and  pain  acrofs  the  bread. 
He  appeared  to  be  of  a  robuft  conditu- 
tion,  had  a  floiid  complexion,  and  in 
general  had  enjoyed  good  health.  This 
complaint  had  gradually  been  coming 
on  him  for  fometime,  accompanied  with 
lofs  of  appetite,  third,  debility  and  inca¬ 
pacity  of  getting  exercife  from  walking, 
both  on  account  of  fhort  breathing, 
weaknefs,  and  a  fmart  pain  extending 
acrofs  the  bread.  He  had  for  a  con¬ 
fide  rable  time  been  fubjeft  to  a  palpita¬ 
tion  oCthe  heart*  which  even  now  re¬ 
turns. 

1  U7  ' 
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tarns  from  the  lead  excefs  in  drinking, 
particularly  of  any  fpirituous  mixture. 
His  legs  began  to  fwell,  the  urine  was 
high  coloured,  aud  voided  in  fmall 

o 

quantity :  his  nights  became  redlefs,  and 
the  oppreffion  on  his  bread  preventing 
deep,  he  was  often  obliged  to  fit  up  in 
bed,  and  required  the  admiffion  of  frefh 
air  from  the  window;  and  at  laft  was 
compelled  for  two  fucceffive  nights,  to 
leave  his  bed  altogether,  and  either 
walked  in  the  Room,  or  fat  upright  in  an 
armed  chair.  He  felt  great  anxiety  about 
the  Prcecordia,  had  an  intermitting 
pulfe,  and  a  difagreeable  fuffocating 
pain,  which  patted  up  on  each  fide  of  the 
throat  and  face. — A  lax  date  of  the 
bowels,  which  happened  about  two  years 
ago  and  was  very  obftinate,  induced  him 
at  the  recommendation  of  iorne  friend* 
to  make  ufe  of  Brandy  and  water  at  his 

meals 
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meals,  as  a  common  beverage;  which, 
as  it  Teemed  to  agree  with  him,  he  pe.r- 
fevered  in  its  ufe,  and  perhaps  with  too 
much  freedom,  as  it  probably  laid  the 
foundation  for  alithofe  complaints. 

Dr.  Harington  had  twice  prefcribed, 
and  directed  fuch  medicines  as  are 
generally  found  mod  efficacious  in 
Dyfpnaea  and  Infarctions  of*  the  Lungs, 
and  with  a  view  alfoof  promoting  urinary 
fecretion.  Thefe  medicines  had  been 
continued  a  fortnight,  and  though  a 
bliffer,  which  had  been  applied  between 
the  fhoulders,  difcharged  very  freely, 
all  the  fymptoms  increaled  ;  and  he  had 
a  mod  violent  condriCtive  feifure  acrofs 
the  bread,  which  laded  many  hours. 

The  DoCtor  having  maturely  confix 
dered  this  cafe,  had  no  doubt,  but  water 

in 
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in  the  cavity  of  the  Thorax,  was  the 
fource  of  all  thefe  complaints ;  and  now 
ordered  a  diuretic  Draught,*  with  thirty 

five 


*R»  Julep,  e  Camphor,  drachmas  decern 
Aq  Cinnam.  Simp,  drachmas  tres 
Tinft  Aromat. 

Syr.  Croci  a  drachmam  unam 

Acet.  Scillit.  gt.  xv.  vel  xx.  m.  f.  Hauftus«, 

The  ^Ethereal  Spirit  was  originally  given  in  this  hind 
<af  draught  to  the  firft  patient  who  took  the  medicine,  as 
it  was  confidered  to  be  moderately  komachic  and  mildly 
diuretic  ;  but  I  have  fince  learnt  from  experience,  that 
it  is  of  much  greater  confequence  in  another  view,  as 
the  /Ethereal  Spirit,  when  joined  with  the  acet.  fcillit. 
may  be  given  with  the  greateft  fafety  in  a  full  dofe, 
which  indeed  will  generally  be  neceffary  in  moft  hydropic 
Cafes.  By  lelfening  the  aftion  of  the  medicine  on  the 
heart  and  arterial  fykem  ;  the  blood  will  not  be  driven 
to  the  head  with  that  force,  nor  aft  with  that  impetus  on 
the  brain,  which  it  otherwife  would  do  ;  and  hence  will 
be  a  means  of  preventing  that  headach  and  drowliaefs 
which  would  be  the  confequence  of  a  full  dofe;  particu¬ 
larly  in  patients  much  debilitated  or  of  very  irritable 
habits.  It  has  moreover  the  advantage  of  keeping  the 
bowels  in  a  foluble  Hate,  aud  I  have  not  had  reafon  to 
make  any  alteration,  except  in  the  proportions  of  the 
vinegar  of  fquills  and  sethereal  Spirit;  always  taking 
^articular  care  to  avoid  naufeatine  the  fiomach.  Much 

x  m  O  t  # 

ha?  been  faid,  refpeftmg  the  addition  of  Vinegar  of 
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five  drops  of  the  aethereal  anodyne 
Spirit,  to  be  taken  at  bedtime,  which 
was  alfo  to  be  repeated  in  the  morning, 
with  a  lefs  dofe  of  the  fpirit.  This  was 
continued  three  days,  which  gave  fen- 
fible  relief ;  and  the  fpirit  was  then  in- 
creafed  ten  drops,  both  in  the  morning 
and  night  draught. 

After  the  firft  week,  he  lay  down  in 
bed  with  eafe,  his  fleep  returned,  he 
had  no  paroxyfm  that  was  in  any  degree 
fo  violent  as  the  preceding,  and  he  be¬ 
gan  to  make  water  with  freedom.  The 

medicine 


Squills  to  the  aethereal  Spirit,  and  infinuations  have  been 
thrown  out,  as  if  the  diuretic  effeft  depended  on  this 
circumftance;  but  in  innumerable  inftances,  its  effects 
have  been  equally  falutary,  without  thi*  Addition.  No 
pra&itioner  need  he  informed,  what  little  reliance 
is  to  be  placed  on  twenty  or  thirty  drops,  of  Vinegar  of 
Squills  taken  once,  or  at  mod,  twice  only  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  in  any  kind  of  dropfy,  but  more  particu¬ 
larly  in  dropfies  of  the  bread. 


I 
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medicine  was  repeated  for  another  fort¬ 
night  at  bedtime  only ;  then  it  was 
taken,  in  a  full  dofe,  every  fecond  or 
third  night ;  in  which  manner  it  was 
continued  about  two  months.  No  other 
medicine  was  prefcribed  after  he  com¬ 
menced  this  courfe,  nor  indeed  was  it 
neceffary,  as  the  bowels  were  kept 
fufficiently  open,  and  often  purged  by 
it.  He  now  enjoys  good  health,  and 
has  no  complaint,  except  an  accidental 
return  of  fhortnefs  of  breath,  which 
has  fometimes  been  the  confequence 
of  great  exertion. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

/■if  , 

This  cafe  feems  fufficiently  to  prove 
the  fatal  effect  of  Spirituous  liquors, 
and  that  it  induces,  that  general  laxity 

N  of 
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•r  3 

of  the  fyftem,  which  difpof es  to  Dropfy  5 
a  flight  excels,  has  more  than  once, 
been  the  means  of  bringing  on  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  palpitation,  and 
oppreffion  at  the  Praecordia ;  and  what 
had  been  recommended  as  a  medicine 
became a&ually  allow  poifori;  perhaps 
alfo  it  might  give  a  check,  to  the  dif~ 
charge  of  fome  acrimony,  which  nature 
was  throwing  off  from  the  habit. 

1 

I  mull  here  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  of  the  different  cures  which  have 
been  effe&ed  by  the  ^Ethereal  anodyne 
Spirit,  it  has  not  been  affiHed  in  any  one 
inllance,  by  ilfues  or  blillers ;  and  in 
one  cafe,  where  an  iffue  had  been  made 
in  each  thigh,  and  both  were  trouble- 
fome,  I  very  readily  complied  with  the 
wifhes  of  my  patient,  that  they  might 
be  permitted  to  heal  up;  which  was 

done 
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done  without  inconvenience,  as  indeed 
they  had  not  in  the  lead  conduced  to¬ 
wards  his  relief. 

In  thefe  cafes  alfo,  however  great  the 
difficulty  of  breathing,  however  violent 
the  conftriQdve  pain  on  the  breaffi  the 
lancet  is  as  much  to  be  dreaded  as  the 
ftab  of  a  poniard  :  it  is  never  made  ule 
of  with  impunity,  and  the  tranfient 
relief  it  may  poffibly  procure,  is  dearly 
purchafed  by  increafed  debility,  and  a 
more  general  relaxation  of  the  fyftem. 
A  little  reflexion,  may  eafily  convince 
us,  that  the  operation  can  never  anfwer 
any  curative  intention ;  it  therefore 
very  much  behoves  us,  in  cafes  of  fuch 
imminent  danger  to  aQ:  with  the  greateft 
circumfpe&ion ;  leaft  we  fhould  add  to 
the  burthen  which  £we  wiffi  to  lighten, 
N  2  and 
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and  weaken  thofe  powers  which  were 
before  infufficient  for  its  removal. 

I  mull  farther  remark,  that,  when, 
from  a  general  laxity  of  the  Solids,  that 
ftate  of  debility  is  induced  in  the  fyftem 
which  conftitutes  the  hydropic  diathefis, 
every  cavity,  and  the  whole  cellular 
fubftance  will  be  liable  to  be  more  or 
lefs  affe&ed  with  difeafe;  and  particu- 

T  i  ■■ 

larlv  the  cavities  of  the  thorax,  for  the 
✓  * 

reafons  already  affigned.  When  the 
patient  however  is  fo  fortunate,  that  his 
cafe  will  admit  of  cure,  it  is  very  clear, 
that,  'till  the  folidshave  again  regained 
their  tone,  he  will,  from  a  variety  of 
accidents,  be  prone  to  a  return  of  the 
fame  complaints— Nothing  will  fo  furely 
effehl  this,  as  an  intemperance  in  any 
kind  of  fermented  liquor ;  but  more 
efpecially  Spirits  of  every  denomination , 

whether 
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whether  plain  or  medicated.  The  pa¬ 
tient  is  hereby  inftru&ed,  how  much  it 

■ 

behoves  him  to  pay  the  ftri&eft  regard 
to  regimen,  and  to  ufe  everv  endeavour 
to  improve  his  general  health,  by  tem¬ 
perance  and  a  proper  attention  to  what 
medical  writers  call  the  Non-Naturals, 
to  wit,/  air,  diet,  deep,  exercife,  due 
evacuations,  and  the  paffions  of  the 
mind.  The  practitioner  is  alio  admo- 
nifhed  of  the  neceffity  of  tonic,  brac¬ 
ing,  and  reiterative  medicines ;  that 
infenfible  perfpiration  is  to  be  promot¬ 
ed,  and  external  abforption  prevented ; 
both  which  purpofes  will  be  effeCted  by 
a  regular  and  conftant  ufe  of  Horfe  ex¬ 
ercife.  FriClion  will  alfo  very  much 
contribute  to  the  fame  end. 

K.  s  .  .  .  .  A  i  .  .•  •:  *  - .  ..  .  . 


CASE 


(  94  ) 


i 

/  i 

is 

i  ? 

■a 

CASE,  VII. 

Dr.  Lyfons  did  me  the  favor  of 
fending  the  following  cafe,  with  his 
premiffion  to  publifh  it, 

€£  A  farmer*,  whofe  wife,  or  himfelf, 
“  attend  Bath  market  twice  a  week; 
€i  came  to  me  March  the  twenty-fifth, 
C£  1786,  on  account  of  his  wife's  ill 
€£  date  of  health.  He  defcribed  her 
££  as  being  dropfical,  coflive,  very  much 
££  fwoln,  fhort  breathed,  making  very 
“  little  water,  and  notable  to  lie  down 
££  in  bed.— I  ordered  her  a  fcruple  of 
££  Rufus's  pill,  and  three  grains  of  Ca» 
££  lomel,  to  be  made  up  in  four  pills, 

and 


*  Mr.  Chancellor  of  Pensford* 
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“  and  taken  about  ten  o’Clock  at  night* 
£<  and  that  the  next  morning,  fhefhould 
begin  upon  the  following  diuretic 
“  mixture." 

R.  Oxymeh  Scil. 

Aq.  Juniper.  Comp. 

Sqr.  ex  Alth.  a  Semunciam 
Spirit.  Nifcri  d.  drachmas  duas 
Aq.  Menth*  fimp.  uncias  feptem 
m.  fumat. 

April  5th.  “  I  vifited  her,  at  her 
•£  houfe,  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Rath, 
<£  and  found  her  ftate  of  health  as  above 
*£  defcribed  by  her  Hufband,  and  fhe 
<£  fitting  at  the  end  of  the  bed*  with 
her  feet  hanging  down;  in  which 
u  poffure  fhe  had  continued  day  and 

4S  night ;  faying  fhe  could  not  lift  up 
her  feet,  nor  lie  down  in  bed  with- 

£*  out 


out  a  fe-nfe  of  immediate  fuffocation 
I  urged  the  neceffity  there  was  for 
keeping  up  the  legs,  and  that  fhe 
fhould  get  into  bed  at  night,  and  by 
means  of  holders,  be  kept  in  almoft 
an  ere£l  pofture.  The  pills  were  re¬ 
peated  this  night,  and  an  ounce  of 
manna,  an  ounce  of  compound  Juni¬ 
per  water,  and  two  drams  of  nitre, 
ordered  in  a  pint  of  common  emul- 
fion  ;  a  quarter  of  a  pint  to  be  taken 
the  next  morning,  and  repeated  three 
times  a  day.” 

-i 

April  8th.  “  The  pills  were  again  re¬ 
peated  this  night,  and  the  emullion 
continued,  with  the  addition  of  two 
drams  of  pulv.  Contrayerv.  comp,  on 
account  of  fome  pains  in  the  bowels 
being  complained  of.  The  manna 

was 
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u  was  alfo  omitted,  but  ordered  to  be 
si  added  occafionally,  if  wanting/3 

April  ig*  44  Finding  that,  although 
“  the  medicines  Hie  had  taken,  had  af- 
44  forded  her  fome  relief,  yet,  that  the 
4 4  difeafe  was  not  likely  to  be  fubdued, 
44  without  the  affiflance  of  fome  other 
44  medicines  j  and  having  obferved  the 
c:  powerful  diuretic  effe6l  of  the  Spiri- 
44  tus  yEthereus  Anodynus  prepared  by 
44  Mr.  Tickell,  and  the  benefit  thereby 
44  received  in  the  cafe  of  a  Gentlenian, 
44  who  was  fubjeft  to  an  habitual  Aithma, 
44  and  was,  at  the  time  of  my  prefcrib- 

•  5  •  .  •  '  '  '•  j  \  r  i  '  • 

44  ing  the  medicine,  labouring  under 
44  great  anxiety  of  the  proecordia,  want 
44  of  fleep,  inability  of  walking,  efpe- 
44  dally  up  If  airs,  and  other  fymptoms 
*4  indicating  water  in  the  cheft,  I  ordered 
4  for  Mrs.  C********  as  follows; 

O  R,  Aq. 
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R.  Aq.  Juniper,  comp,  drachmas  tres 
Syr.  balfam.  drachmam  unam 
Spt.  Afther.  Anod.  gt.  xxx. 
Acet.  Scil.  gt,:  xx.  . 

Aq.  fonta'nae  fefquiunciam  i 
hauitus  fumendus  hac  nofte,  et  re» 
petendus  omni  node  et  mane. 

“  After  taking  this  laft  medicine,  fhe 

'  i  j 

was  not  only  raifed  from  a  ftatp  of 
“  ,  total  inaftivity,  but  enabled  to  move 
£e  about  the  houfe,  and  even  ride  two 
“  or  three  miles,” 

.  4  3.  -i  <  %  -* .  *  *  A  *•  /  '  •  ,  ■  ^  ..  .1 


JAHi 


< ;  * 


May  qd.  ££  As  fhe  wifhed  to  be  eafed 
pf  the  burthen  of  fo  much  medicine, 
££  I  confentedto  her  taking  an  aethereai 
e<  draught  at  night  only  ;  and  ordered 
<£  the  following  pills,  with  an  eye  to  the 
64  afthmatic  complaint,  as  well  as  to 


[  i  .  . 

fi£  obviate 


i  * 


obviate  the  coftivenefs  complained 
of.” 

*  1  .  '  ■  t  r  •  „  r  *  r  * 
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R.  G.  Ammoniac. 

Pil.  Rufi  a  drachm  am  unam 
Syrup.  Zingiberis  q.  s.  ffant 
pilulae  triginta,  tres  fumendae  bis  die. 

May  8th.  £S  She  complained  that 
the  pills  I  laft  ordered,  did  not  ope¬ 
rate  fo  well,  as  what  fhe  took  in  finole 
dofes  occalionally  :  She  therefore 
was  direfled  to  take  the  calomel  pills 
twice  a  week,  at  bedtime  ;  and  re¬ 
peat  the  /Ethereal  draughts  night  and 
morning.  How  long  fhe  purfued  this 
method,  I  am  not  particularly  in¬ 
formed,  but  fhe  recovered,  and  now 
attends  the  Bath  market  on  Wednes¬ 
days  and  faturdavs.”  Sept.  7th  178^! 


O  2 
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The  efficacy  of  the  ./Ethereal  Spirit 
in  this  cafe  is  too  obvious  to  require 
any  comment ;  but  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  add,  that  the  quantity  fhe 
took  of  the  Spirit,  was  about  three 
ounces  and  an  half. 


CASE,  VIII. 

Captain  G--h-m,  a  gentleman  about 
feventy  one  years  of  age,  had  been 
fubjeft,  at  different  periods  of  bis  life, 
to  nervous  complaints  and  biliary  ob- 
ftru&ions.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
l'ummer  1786,  he  firft  perceived  a  ffiort- 
nefs  of  breath,  attended  with  a  dry 
cough;  but  foon  became  fenfible  of  it 
in  a  great  degree,  on  afcending  an  ac¬ 
clivity,  or  going  up  flairs.  After  this 
complaint  had  continued  fometime, 
1  walking 
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walking  up  a  moderate  afcent  became 
very  diftreffing.  About  the  latter  end 
of  July,  he  applied  for  [medical  AfTift- 
ance,  and  was  lor  about  fix  weeks,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  a  Phyfician  of  e- 
minence  in  London,  who  appeared  to 
be  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
fymptoms  and  nature  of j  the  difeafe, 
which  he  pronounced  to  be  a  dropfy  of 
the  Bread,  but  gave  the  Gentleman's 
friends  very  little  encouragement  to  ex¬ 
pect  a  cure;  and  it  wasjudged  prudent, 
that  the  Patient  fhould  remain  unac¬ 
quainted  with  his  diforder.  After  a 
fruitlefs  trial  of  medicine  for  feveral 
weeks,  without  relief,  or  diminution 
of  fymptoms,  he  was  advifed  to  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  another  me¬ 
dical  Gentleman,  who  was  faid  to  have 
given  great  relief  in  fimilar  complaints. 
Several  different  medicines  were  re 

commended 
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commended,  but  the  mo  ft  prefling  fymp- 
toms  ftill  continued  ;  though  the  patient 
was  more  relieved  by  dEther  and  a  few 
drops  of  Thebaic  tinfture  than  any  other 
medicine, 

Under  thefe  circumftances  he  fet  out 
for  Bath,  and  foon  after  his  arrival, 

became  my  patient. - On  the  leaft 

exercife  from  walking,  his  breathing 
was  fliort  and  laborious,  he  had  often  a 
violent  pain  acrofs  the  bread,  a  trouble- 
fome  cough,  by  which  he  threw  off  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  a  thin  glandu¬ 
lar  difc barge ;  and  his  urine  was  very 
high  coloured,  with  a  brick  duft  fedi- 
ment,  and  voided  in  fmall  quantity. 
He  had  not  lain  down  in  bed  one  night, 
for  more  than  three  months  paft ;  and 
could  get  no  re  It,  but  when  bolltered 
up  very  high.  Attempting  to  recline 


on 
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on  either  fide,  but  more  particularly  the 
left,  brought  on  an  almoft  immediate 
fuffocation.  For  the  moil  jpart,  aiter 
an  hour  or  two  of  difturbed  reft*,  he 
was  awakened  by  a  moft  diftreffing  and 
difficult  refpiration,  attended  with  a 
fenfation  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  fuch 
as  he  faid  he  could  with  difficulty  de- 
fcribe,  but  which  feemed  as  if  life  was 
going  to  depart  from  him ;  and  this  often 
lafted  for  many  hours.  As  the  paroxyfm 
went  off  towards  morning,  he  again  got 
fome  difturbed  reft,  which  indeed  pro¬ 
cured  him  very  little  refrefhment,  but 
conftantly  left  him  languid  and  weak. 

:  Though 

.o  -i  •■•.)  :  !  ovft  rud«  ~ic3 

r  {  ^  idgiti 

*  Quibus  hoc  unicum  addere  licet  tanquam  pathog 
nomonieum  et  quo  folo  hydrops  pe&oris  a  czeteris  d i fti- 
cultatis  refpirandi  Speciebus  diftinguitur.  Quando  n.i- 
mirum  Spirandi  difficultas  primo  quoque  fomni  teffipoic 
invadit,  cumque  intercipit,  af  per  pfodem  magis  urg&r, 
procedente  vero  die  fenfim  lentefcit.  River,  prax. 
wed.  lib.  7.  cap.  v. 
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Though  he  could  eat  tolerably  well 
once  in  the  day,  yet  he  was  generally 
fenlible  of  the  effe6ls  of  indigeltion, 
and  was  very  much  emaciated.  His 
pulfe  was  quick,  irregular,  frequently 
intermitting,  and  at  times,  he  com¬ 
plained  of  violent  palpitations.  On 
funday  morning,  061,  igth,  he  took 
an  aperient  medicine,  and  at  night3  a 
draught  with  thirty  drops  of  the  vFahe- 
real  Spirit,  which  was  alfo  repeated  on 
monday  in  the  forenoon.  From  the 
fhortnefs  of  breathing,  and  volatility 
of  the  fpirit,  the  draught  was  fwallowed 
with  great  difficulty,  and  was  therefore 
obliged  to  be  given  in  divided  doles, 
for  four  or  five  days.  On  monday 
night  about  eleven  o’clock,  he  had  a 
fevere  paroxyfm,  after  having  had  an 
hour’s  reft,  which  lafted  for  a  conlider- 
able  time ;  when  fufticiently  recovered, 

he 
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he  took  the  medicine,  and  his  night  was 
more  tolerable  than  the  former.  After 
the  athereal  anodyne  Spirit  had  been 
continued  four  days,  he  began  to  dimi« 
nilh  the  number  of  his  pillows,  and 
within  the  fortnight,  could  lie  as  low  m 

,  •  t 

bed,  as  he  ever  had  been  accuflomed 
to  do*  On  the  fourth  day  alfo  there 
was  a  vifible  increafe  of  urine,  and  on 
the  feventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth, 
he  voided  on  each  day,  from  three 
quarts  to  a  gallon.  For  another  week, 
it  continued  to  flow  very  freely,  when, 
being  perfe&ly  relieved  from  all  diftreff- 
ing  fymptoms,  there  was  every  reafdii 
to  fuppofe,  that  all  redundant  fluid  wa& 

evacuated.  t 

.  ;  m  :  '  v-v-  n 

N  ' 

The  greateft  revolution  happened  in 
this  gentleman’s  cafe,  refpe&ing  the 
pulfe,  that  I  ever  remember  in  any  pa~ 
F  patient 
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tient,  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time.  As 
the  flow  of  urine  began  to  increafe,  the 
pulfe  became  more  flow,  lefs  irregular, 
and  the  intermiflion  lefs  frequent.  On 
the  eighth  day,  the  pulfe  beat  only  forty 
ftrokes  in  a  minute,  and  in  the  fpace 
of  four  days  afterwards,  gradually  got 
up  to  fixty-five  and  feventy,  became 
ftrong,  with  the  intermiflion  once  in 
twenty-five  or  thirty  ftrokes  only. 

.  x  i  f  ,  J  /'  ■  t  V  •’  •  J 

The  appetite  now  became  voracious, 
and  hunger  was  fcarcely  to  be  fatisfied  ; 
there  was  alfo  a  profufe  fpitting,  often 
a  full  pint  in  twenty-four  hours ;  certain 
figns  of  a  relaxed  flomach,  and  vitiated 
ftate  of  the  gaftric  juice. — He  had  a 
regular  motion,  generally  once  in  the 
day,  and,  as  his  bread  was  perfeftly  at 
eafe,  and  urine  made  in  full  quantity ; 
Bark  and  Bath  Water  were  now  pre¬ 
ferred, 

,  ■  «  / 
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fcribed,  which  feemed  to  do  the  ftomach 
confiderable  fervice ;  the  fpitting  lef- 
fened,  and  the  appetite  became  much 
more  moderate.  At  this  time,  thepulfe 
again  became  very  irregular,  varying 
very  much,  in  point  of  quicknefs,  in 
a  fhort  fpace  of  time.  On  the  fecond 
of  November  he  thought  himfelf  better 
than  for  fome  preceding  days,  looked 
more  chearful,  and  had  better  fpirits, 
but  the  pulfe  was  found  to  vary  much 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  minutes.  When 
I  firft  meafured  the  pulfe,  it  beat  about 
feventy  ftrokes,  but  very  irregular ;  I 
foon  afterwards  examined  again,  and 
was  aftonifhed  to  find  barely  forty 
ftrokes,  without  the  patient  being  fen- 
fible  of  any  particular  affeftion ;  and 
during  half  an  hour  I  remained  with 
him,  talked  a  good  deal,  and  with 
chearfulnefs.  I  left  him  about  noon* 
P  2  and 


/ 
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and  at  three  o'clock  was  fent  for  in 
great  hade,  as  he  was  fuppofed  to  be 
dead;  which  on  my  arrival,  I  found  to 
be  the  cafe.  He  had  gone  from  the 
drawing  room  into  the  bed-chamber, 
where  it  is  probable  from  circumftances, 
be  might  have  been  making  fome  ex- 

O  ,  r  O 

f  }  -r\  j-  r  t-  .  ■  .  ;  * :  i 

ertions  in  examining  his  baggage,  which 
arrived  the  day  before,  as  he  dropt 
down  and  expired  inftantly. 

r  ,  <  .r  •  .  .  .  •  r  fi)  .  »  •  1  I  *  *  ('  ’  -  •  ■  <  -  1  »' 
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During  our  converfation  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  he  mentioned,  that  his  reft  had 

been  rather  difturbed  about  the  middle 

> 

of  the  night,  and,  finding  a  particular 
fenfation  at  his  ftomach,  was  induced 
to  lay  his  hand  on  it,  and  faid  that  he 
had  diftinfrly  counted  twenty  pulfati- 
ons,  which  were  not  fynchronous  with 
the  heart — this  was  his  own  obfervati- 
on.  It  can  fcarcely  be  doubted;  but 

'■*  that 
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that  this  pulfation  was  from  the  Aorta, 
and  that  his  death  mu  ft  have  happened, 
from  the  burfting  of  that,  or  fome  other 
large  veffel ;  and  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe 
at  noon,  (hews  that  the  heart  or  arterial 
fyftem  was  very  much  deranged,. 

It  is  matter  of  much  concern,  that  irr 
angina  pe&oris,  and  very  frequently  in 
Hydrothorax,  the  foundation  of  the 
complaint  is  laid,  by  a  peculiar  affec¬ 
tion  of  fome  noble  Organ,  but  princi¬ 
pally  of  the  heart ;  in  which  Cafe,  if  we 
are  fo  fortunate  as  to  procure  an  alle-' 
viation  of  fymptoms,  it  is  all  that  can 
poffibly  be  expeCted  from  medicine. 


CASE, 
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CASE,  IX. 

>  r  r>  l' ,  4  i  >  -*  >  v  J  '  '  *  ■  ‘  ’ 

John  Farrent,  a  gardener,  and  an 
Inhabitant  of  this  place,  tall  and  of  a 
fpare  habit,  in  the  beginning  of  June 
laft,  caught  a  fevere  cold  from  lying  in 
a  damp  bed.  In  a  few  days  he  became 
feverifh,  had  a  troublefome  cough, 
with  fome  difficulty  in  breathing,  and 
attended  with  a  pain  of  the  fide. 
Depending  on  his  conltitution,  which 
was  naturally  good,  and  having  recourfe 
only  to  culinary  medicine,  his  com¬ 
plaints  daily  increafed ;  his  cough  be¬ 
came  very  troqblefome,  and  he  expec¬ 
torated  with  great  difficulty.  His  appe¬ 
tite  gradually  decreafcd,  he  had  much 
thirft,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
week,  was  attacked  with  a  diarrhoea, 
by  which  his  ftrength  was  confiderably 

-  reduecd, 
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reduced,  and  he  was  great  part  of  his 

time,  confined  to  bed.;  ,  He  continued 

7  . . . *  ;  1  *  1  T 

* 

in  this  date  to  the  end  of  July,  when  a 
Lady  fent  him  half  an  ounce  of  the 
Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit,  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  begin  with  fifteen  drops,  and 
take  that  dofe  twice  a  day  in  hoar- 
hound  tea.  Having  regularly  an  in- 
creafe  of  fever  towards  night,  he  was 
cautioned  never  to  exceed  twenty-five 
drops,  and  very  gradually  to  make  that 
addition.-  v  '  !  yk:  y 

O  hi?  (100: 

The  good  effefls  of  this  medicine 
were  evident  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  as 
it  relieved  the  difficulty  of  breathing, 
leflened  the  cough  and  fever,  and  pro¬ 
moted  expe&oration.  By  degrees  he 
regained  his  appetite,  got  (trength  and 

fpirits,  and  within  fix  weeks  from  the 

/ 

commencement  of  his  taking  the  Tithe- 
•  it-;  real 


real  Spirit,  he  was  enabled,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  follow  his  ufual  employ¬ 
ment. 


*  i  f  > 
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By  the  Lady's  direction,  he  called 
on  me,  the  fecond  week  in  September, 
when  he  confidered  himfelf  recovered ; 
but,  there  being  ftill  fome  remains  of 
cough,  I  gave  him  another  half  ounce 
of  the  Spirit,  with  orders  to  continue 
it  every  night,  "till  the  cough  had  per- 
fe£tly  left  him,  which  indeed  happened 
foon  after. 

•»*  :  if  J  io  r.n:  ..  unoj-} 

I,  muft  obferve,  that  in  this  cale,  the 
Ethereal  Spirit  was  given  in  hoarhound 
tea  only,  and  that  it  had  not  the  affif- 
tance  of  any  other  medicine;  and  though 
its  exhibition  would  be  certainly  impro¬ 
per  in  pneumonic  complaints  attended 
with  any  confiderable  degree  of  inflam¬ 
mation. 


illation,  yet  I  am  fully  convinced,  from 
repeated  experience,  that  when  given 
in  a  moderate  dole,  it  has  very  power¬ 
ful  febrifuge  Virtues. 

I  can  with  pleafure  add  the  cafe  of  a 
trade  fman*  of  this  city,  who  had  a  very 
troublefome  cough  for  fourteen  months, 

for  which,  befides  change  of  Air,  he 

. 

had  in  vain  tried  many  medicines.  An 
mini enfe  quantity  of  glandular  Matter 
was  thrown  off  by  the  cough,  he  had 
colliquative  Sweats,  and  his  ftrength  was 
much  reduced.  This  perfon  informed 
me,  that  half  an  ounce  of  the  aethereal 
Spirit,  taken  in  final!  dofes,  in  hoar- 
hound  tea,  during  the  fpace  of  three 
weeks,  had  done  him  more  fervice,  than 
all  the  Medicines  he  had  before  made 
Q  trial 

(  ;  1  ,  •  :  •  f  ‘  *  ’  r  .  '?  .  .  A 


Mr,  Baker  of  Cdck-lan6, 
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trial  of ;  as  the  cough  had  daily  dec  real- 
ed,  very  foon  after  he  had  commenced 
its  ufe,  and  at  the  end  of  five  weeks’, 
gave  him  no  trouble  or  difturbance,  but 
juft  in  the  morning,  when  the  quantity 
he  expeft orated  was  very  inconfider- 

•  •  :  u  vr'jl  .  ; 

able.  Having  taken  frefh  cold  in  the 


.  >ro  n 
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beginning  of  november,  there  was  foifte 
increafe  of  cough,  which  was  acconi- 
panied  with  a  difcharge  of  glandular 
mucus,  that  had  not  the  moft  diftant 

,  J  :  ‘  ^  -  ■  . 

appearance  of  Matter  ;  his  appetite  re- 

■  .  !  j  ;H  V[j]  •  ;  _  ’  .  .  ,  c 

marnitig  perfe&ly  good,  without  revet 
or  diminution  of  ftrength. 

■  .  ■  -  i  o 
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When  a  genuine  hehtic  has  taken 
place,  as  the  donfequence  of  pulmonary 

■  r  ,  . 

Phthifis,  we  have  only  to  lament  the 
inefficacy  of  all  medicine,  except  fuch 
as  is  merely  palliative  ;  our  chief  atten¬ 
tion  therefore,  is  to  be  direfted  to  the 

prevention 
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preveotion  of  fo  fatal  a  malady.  .  From 
the  good  effefts  of  the  ^Ethereal  Spirit, 
in  a  variety  of  coughs,  particularly  fuch 
as  derive  their  origin  from  catarrhs 

-  o 

and  defluxions,  and  which  indeed  very 
generally  lay  the  foundation  of  a  pul¬ 
monary  Phthifis  .;  I  can  affert  from  the 
fulleft  convi£tion,  that  it  is  to  be  prefer- 
ed,  to  every  other  remedy  ;  and  when 
joined  with  the  peruvian  Bark,  which 
perhaps  will  agree  better  when  taken  in 
Milk,  than  any  other  way,  and  do  molt 
fervice  in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  it 
will  be  found  to  ffive  hidden  and  fur- 

O  <  ! 


prifing  relief. 


I  fhall  now  proceed  to  fome  other  in- 
ftances  of  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine 
in  febrile  cafes,  particularly  of  the  in¬ 
termittent  kind.  A  perfon  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  me,  who  had  laboured  under 

Q  2 


an 
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an  irregular  intermittent  between  two 
and  three  months ;  it  had  indeed  been 
feveral  times  checked  by  the  Bark,  and 
fo  much,  that  the  patient  was  often  free 
from  anv  paroxyfm  for  eight  or  ten 
days,  yet  it^very  now  and  then  return¬ 
ed,  and  often  in  a  much  lefs  interval. 
On  his  journey  to  Bath,  he  was  much 
fatigued,  being  at  that  time  very  weak, 
and  foon  after  his  arrival  had  a  pretty 
feverc  paroxyfm.  Evacuants  were  firft 
preferibed,  and  afterwards  the  Bark, 
which  was  continued  for  a  week,  with¬ 
out  the  lead  advantage.  I  firft  faw  him 
about  this  time,  and  found  he  had  a 
good  deal  of  fever,  a  quick  and  weak 
pulfe,  attended  with  much  pain  in  the 
head,  conftant  thirft,  and  that  he  was 
much  emaciated.  His  nights  were  gen¬ 
erally  reftlefs,  and  he  had  not  the  leaft 
appetite  for  food.  There  were  great 

marks 
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marks  of  debility,  and  on  the  {lighted: 
exercife,  the  pulfe  became  fo  quick,  as 
fcarcely  to  be  counted.  Notwithliand- 
ing  he  had  been  freely  evacuated,  yet 
finding  fomuch  fever  upon  him,  I  ven¬ 
tured  to  give  at  night  a  dofe  of  James's 
powder,  and  a  mixture  compofed  of 
Mindererus's  Spirit  and  camphire  Julep. 
The  powder  adled  mildly,  procured 
only  two  motions,  without  any  other 
fenfible  effedl;  and  was  repeated  the 
following  night,  with  the  addition  of 
another  grain.  It  now  adied  both  as  an 
emetic  and  purgative  ;  and  though  the 
pulfe  was  at  an  hundred  and  ten  ftrokes 
in  a  minute,  on  the  days  of  Xntermiffion, 
yet  I  refolved  to  give  the  Bark,  and  a 
pretty  full  dofe  of  the  powder,  was 
ordered  to  be  taken  in  milk,  at  lead 
every  three  hours.  The  next  day  he 
continued  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  and  as 

his 
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his  nights  had  been  reftlefs,  with  much 
pain  of  the  head,  I  gave  him  at  bedtime 
a  draught  with  thirty-five  drops  of  the 
Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit.  On  vifiting 
him  about  noon  the  following  day,  when 
the  paroxyfm  was  expefted  to  have  re¬ 
turned,  he  informed  me  of  his  having 
had  fix  hours  deep  during  the  night,  that 
he  found  himfelf  much  better,  and  on  ex¬ 
amining  the  pulfe,  there  was  a  decreafe 
of  at  lead  thirty  flrokes,  The  draught 
was  repeated  five  fucceffive  nights,  with 
the  addition  of  five  drops  of  the  Spirit; 
the  Bark  was  now  taken  once  in  fix 
hours,  for  two  days,  and  the  four  fol¬ 
lowing  days  afterwards,  once  in  eight 
hours  only-  After  taking  the  fir  If 

J  O 

draught,  there  was  no  return  of  rigor, 
nor  fcarce  any  febrile  fymptom.  The 
appetite  foon  began  to  improve,  he 

rcffed 
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relied  well  at  night,  had  a  daily  increafh 

of  ftrength,  and  by  the  above  raeansj 
obtained  a  fpeedy  and  perfeQ:  cure. 

'  i  ..  )  .4  ’  t  .*  ‘  y  ,  - 

It  may  be  objected,  that  as  the  peril- 
vian  Bark,  was  given  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  aethereal  Spirit,  it  will  be  dif- 

ficult  to  decide,  to  which  medicine  the 

* 

cure  is  to  be  aferibed  :  But  I  mud  ob- 
ferve  that  Bark,  Emetics  and  Antimo- 
nials,  had  before  been  repeatedly  given 
without  fuccefs ;  and  that  the  good  effects 
of  the  aethereal  Anodyne,  were  almoft 
immediately  confpicuous,  in  its  giving 
him  that  repofe,  and  that  abatement  of 
pulfe,  which  the  other  medicines  had 
not  been  able  to  produce, 

-  /  }  t 

It  has  alfo  lucceeded  perfectly  well 

in  a  periodical  pain  of  the  face,  which* 
whilft  it.  lafted,  was  attended  with  a 

fevere 
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fevere  Spafm  in  the  eye  ;  and  returned 
regularly,  with  great  violence,  every 
afternoon  about  two  o’clock.  It  is  well 
known,  that  complaints  of  this  kind, 
will  very  frequently  yield  to  nothing 
but  the  peruvian  Bark  ;  it  was  however, 
very  fortunate  in  this  Lady’s  cafe,  that 
it  could  be  relieved  by  other  means, 
not  heing  able  to  avail  ourfelves  of  that 
Valuable  medicine,  as  it  had  on  all  be- 
canons,  conftantly  difagreed  with  her. 

While  I  had  the  honor  of  attending 
on  Mr.  Elton,  of  Stapleton,  to  whom 
the  yEthereal  Anodyne  Spirit,  in  July 
lalt,  had  done  remarkable  Service,  when 
labouring  under  a  multiplicity  of  alarm¬ 
ing  Complaints ;  he  informed  me  that 
his  groom  had  been  ulelefs  tq  him  for 
fome  months,  having  been  rendered  in¬ 
capable  of  fervice  by  an  Ague,  which 

had 
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nad  been  fo  obftinate,  that  the  Bark, 
had  no  other  effect,  than  to  flop  the  pa- 
roxyfm  for  a  few  days;  and  this  it  had 
done  feveral  times,  but  the  fever  always 
returned  with  the  greater  violence.  Se¬ 
veral  noftrums  had  alio  been  tried  in 
Vain.  Charms  and  amulets  were  not 
forgotten.  Having  mentioned  the  very 
remarkable  effects  of  the  ^Ethereal  Spi¬ 
rit  in  the  above  cafe;  Mr.  Elton  gave 
directions  for  his  coming  to  Bath,  and 
on  examining  him,  irt  company  with 
Mr.  Anderdon,*  we  found  that  the  ter¬ 
tian  he  had  fo  long  laboured  under, 
had  lately  changed  its  type,  and  was 
R  become 


*  I  am  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  of  acknow* 
ledging  my  obligations  to  this  gentleman,  who  is  defer- 
vedly  confidered  as  eminent  in  his  Profeffion,  for  his 
candour  and  impartial  conduit  on  this  and  feveral  other 
occafions;  who  fetting  afide  every  interested  Idea, 
made  it  apparent  that  the  welfare  of  the  patient,  was 
his  firft  objeif. 
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become  a  quotidian.  His  complexion 
being  yellow,  the  belly  tumid,  and 
forne  pain  being  felt  from  prefigure  on 
the  region  of  the  Liver,  it  was  thought 
a'dvifeable  as  the  fir  it  Itep,  to  give  a 
mercurial  dofe  at  night,  and  purge  it 
off  the  next  morning.  The  aperient 
medicine  operated  brifkly,  and  at  noon 
he  had  a  fevere  paroxyfm,  which  lafled 
its  ufual  time,  Thirty -five  drops  of 
the  a/th.e rea  1  Spirit  were  given  at  bed¬ 
time,  which  procured  him  an  exceeding 
good  night,  and  a  remifiion  of  the  pa- 
roxyfm  the  following  day.  The  draught 
was  repeated  for  five  or  fix  Tucceffive 
nigh  s,  the  ague  again  refumed  its  for¬ 


mer  type  of  a  tertian  ;  and  in  a  very 
fhorttime,  perfedfly  yielded  to  the  pe- 
ruvian  Bark  joined  with. alum,  from 
thefe  cafes  I  was  induced  to  make  trial 
of  the  kthereai  Spirit  in  a  regular  ter¬ 


tian, 


tain,  without  the  abidance  of  Bark ;  and 

-  .  X 

giving  it  three  times  a  day,  in  a  pretty 
full  dole,  the  patient  was  cured  in  the 
fpace  of  nine  days.  This  perfon  was  a 
mafon,  and  conitantly  attended  his  em¬ 
ployment,  on  the  days  he  was  free  from 
the  paroxyfm,  and  was  expofed  to  very 
unfavorable  weather  all  the  timea  . 


I 
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do  not  wifh  to  be  under  hood,  that 

J  i  :  l.i  '  )  >  i-J  ..ill  ,?  ■  '  i  ’  J  *  t  '  <■  i  (  > 

this  medicine  is  here  recommended  as 

_  «V  .*•  '  J  i  m  M  >,  f<5  r,.r. 

a  fpecihc  in  intermittents  •  but  there 

r  ■;  -f  -c. 

are  very  good  grounds  tgTuppole,  that 

when  Amies  are  irregular  and  obdinate, 

°  [  o  ;y  r  R  .  n  in  rfo 

and  the  patient  is  much  debilitated,  it 

*  ■  ■  -  •  ...  •  •  •  •  i  :  1  f  .}  *'  r  \ 

may  be  joined  with  the  Bark,  to  great 
advantage  ;  and  in  a  late  inllance,  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,  that  it  tended  greatly 

to  facilitate  the  cure  of  a  quartan.  aU 

(Jiniui  F  ,r  1  toijsl 

tended  wit  h  u  n f a  vo  r  a  b  1  e  fy  m  p  to  ms,  i  n 

•’  -  t  *  *  |  I  w 

a  lady  pretty  far  advanced  in  life. 

R  2  CASE, 
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CASE,  X. 

James  Williams,  a  native  of  Bath, 
who  is  about  nine  years  of  age,  and  at 
this  time  lives  with  his  mother  in  Barnes's 
Court,  in  Horfe  Street,  was  feized  with 
the  firft  Epileptic  fit  in  June  1782  .  when 
about  four  years  and  three  months  old. 
Though  a  robuft  child  to  appearance, 
he  had  been  fubject  to  a  trembling  from 
his  birth,  and  apparent  weaknefs  of 
nerves.  Iiis  mother,  who  is  a  healthy 
woman,  had  no  fright  nor  any  other 
accident  that  happened  to  her,  as  far 
as  file  can  recolleft,  during  geftation. 
The  child  when  firft  feized,  had  his 
fenies  very  perfeft,  and  the  firft  fymp- 
tom  which  was  obferved  when  his  com¬ 
plaints  came  on,  was  turning  his  head 
over  one  fhoulder,  which  was  followed 

by 
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by  a  foolifh  grin ;  when  he  Toon  after¬ 
wards  fell  down,  and  became  infenfi- 
ble.*  Thefe  fits  happened  very  fre¬ 
quently  by  day,  and  he  alfo  fometimes 
had  them  by  night.  Soon  after  his  firfl: 
feizure,  he  was  taken  to  a  Phyfician  of 
this  City,  of  great  ability,  who  very 
humanely  attended  to  the  cafe,  and  pre- 
fcribed  for  him  during  the  fpace  of 
feven  months,  but  without  gaining  much 
advantage.  For  twelve  months  after¬ 
wards,  he  continued  in  the  fame  fit  na¬ 
tion.  making  trial  of  fuch  domeftic  re¬ 
medies  only,  as  were  occafionally  re¬ 
commended  by  the  neighbours.  The 
fits  then  left  him  for  feveral  months, 

but 


*  From  this  pofition  of  the  head,  previous  to  the  fit, 
it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  the  preffure  on  the 
brain  was  made  on  that  fide,  probably  be  fome  extrava- 
fated  fluid;  for  further  confirmation  of  this,  fev.  Dr, 
Lyfons’s  pra&ical  Lffays,  fetfion  the  third,  page  159. 


(  126'  ) 

bat  he  grew  weak  and  difuirited  ;  on 
which  account,  application  was  made 
to  another  Phylician,  of  great  ingenu¬ 
ity  and  extenfive  practice,  under  whofe 
direction  he  continued  about  three 
months,  and  in  addition  to  medicine, 
a  trial  was  made  of  the  warm  Bath. 
At  this  time  he  had  a  good  appetite 
and  dept  well,  but  as  he  ltill  continued 
weak;  his  mother  was  adviled,  though 
not  by  the  Pnyfician,  to  make  trial  of  fea 
bathing,  which  was  purlued  in  the  whim- 
fical  manner  of  bathing  nine  mornings 
fucceffively,  and  after  an  intermillion 
of  the  lame  number  of  days,  it  was 
again  refumed,  and  continued  in  this 
manner  for  nineteen  weeks  ;  and  during 
the  laft  fortnight,  he  had  a  return  of 
the  fits,  with  the  former  violence.  I n 

••  •  -  •  }  i  ■  }  •  •  •  '  • 

April  1785,  he  was  received  into  the 
Bridal  infirmary,  where  he  continued 

for 


for  the  (pace  of  three  months,  an4 

■ii'  '  - 

was  then  difchargecl  as  incurable.  He, 

V  r 

foon  after  grew  fo  weak,  that  he  was* 
fcarcely  able  to  (land,  appeared  to  be 
totally  enervated,  and  his  fenfes  be¬ 
came  gradually  impaired.  In  January 
1786,  he  was  eledrified  eight  different 
times,  but  he  daily  became  worfe,  ap¬ 
peared  more  debilitated,  almoit  loft  the 
ufe  of  his  arms,  and  walked  with  great 
difficulty  ;  and  foon  after  this,  fo  totally 
loft  his  fenfes,  as  not  to  know  his  mo¬ 
ther,  and  became  even  incapable  of 
feeding  bimfelf.  His  (fools  and  urine 
paffed  off  involuntarily,  and  he,  in  re¬ 
ality,  became  a  molt  ftupid  Idiot, 
About  five  months  fince  his  Clavicle 
being  fractured  by  a  fall,  he  was  brought 
to  Mr.  Perry,  an  ingenious  Surgeon  of 
this  City,  whofe  humanity  towards  the 
Poor,  when  in  need  of  chirurgieal  af~ 

ftftance. 
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fiftance,  cannot  be  fpoken  of  in  too 
nigh  terms  of  praife.  ibis  gentleman! 
having  cured  the  fra&ure,  put  a  feton 
in  his  neck,  and  gave  fome  general  di¬ 
rections;  and  having  fometime  after¬ 
wards  given  me  an  account  of  the  cafe. 
We  agreed  to  make  trial  of  the  aetherCaJ 
anodyne  Spirit  giving  five  drops,  of 
the  Itronger  preparation,  three  times  a 
day.  The  dofe,  after  the  firft  week, 
was  increafed  to  feven  drops,  foon 
afterwards  brought  to  ten,  and  hasfmce 
been  gradually  increafed  to  thirty 
drops,  three  times  a  day,  which  for  his 
age,  may  be  confidered  as  a  very  large 
proportion,  but  in  thisfubjecL  has  never 
given  rife  to  any  untoward  fymptom. 
For  the  firft  fortnight  the  fits  were  al¬ 
together  as  frequent,  and  by  no  means 
lefs  violent,  but  on  the  third  and  fourth 
Week,  there  was  a  very  fenfible  amend- 

'  ment* 
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merit.  In  the  fixth  week  his  fenfes  be¬ 
gan  to  improve,  he  took  notice  of  ob¬ 
jects,  became  fenfible  of  the  calls  of 
nature,  and  for  fome  days  had  not  a 
fingie  attack.  The  fits  then  became 
periodical  coming  on  for  a  week,  very 
regularly,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening 
* — fince  which,  they  have  returned  at 
different  times  of  the  day,  but  were 
of  fhort  duration.  The  aethereal  Spirit 
has  now  been  continued  about  three 
months,  and  the  fits  at  this  time*  are  fo 
flight,  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  that  name? 
being  little  more  than  a  tremor,  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  flight  degree  of  infenfibility, 
and  lading  a  few  feconds  only.  He  has 
lately  gained  ftrength  very  much,  has 
occafionally  been  fent  on  errands  by  his 
mother,  and  ’tis  now  probable  that  he 
S  may 


*  February,  3d. 
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may  become  a  ufeful  member  of  focietyV 
As  Worms  are  often  confid  red  to  be  the 
caufe  of  this  complaint,  the  patient  was 
four  or  five  times  purged  with  pulv„' 
bafiiicus  but  no  worms  were  voided,- 
and  befides  an  emetic,  no  other  medi¬ 
cine  was  admimftered  but  the  aethereal 
Spirit. 

The  action  of  this  medicine  on  the 
brain  and  nervous  fyitem,  muff  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  very  powerful,  and  con¬ 
firms,  what  I  have  already  advanced, 
of  its  tonic  and  analeptic  virtues.  I 
muft  further  remark,  that  though  the 
Boy’s  fenfes  are  now  returned,  with 
a  tolerable  degree  of  memory,  yet  he 
appears  to  have  the  underftanding  only 
of  a  child  about  four  or  five  years  old; 
and  that  the  Ideas  which  have  been  im- 
preiied  on  the  fenforium  commune, 

during 
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during  bis  lllnefs,  have  been  of  too 
flight  and  fugitive  a  nature  to  improve 
the  intelle&s,^ 

This  Patient  has  been  feen  by  Doflor 
Smith  and  Doftor  Lyfons,  and  as  the 
cafe  is  certainly  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature,  I  confider  (tl)at  J  fhould  neither 
have  done  juftice  to  myfelf  or  the  pub¬ 
lic,  if  I  had  not,  at  this  time,  taken  fome 
notice  of  it ;  though  I  pledge  myfelf, 
to  give  a  future  account  of  the  event 
of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  following  cafe, 
when  a  proper  opportunity  (ball  offer. 
The  hiilory  of  this  cafe.  I  could  only 
learn  from  the  child’s  mother’  and  as 
S  2  her 


*  From  the  hiftory  of  this  cafe,  and  the  falutary  ef- 
fe&s  it  produced  in  this  patient,  is  there  not  reafon  to 
hope,  it  may  be  given  with  fuccefs  in  the  Hydrocepha¬ 
lus  internus  ? 
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her  relation  has  been  always  uniform, 
I  can  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  its 
being  conformable  to  truth. 

CASE,  XL 

Mary  Moore — who  lives  with  her 
Mother  in  Balance-Steeet,  No.  5,  and  is 
near  eleven  years  of  age,  was  about  four 
months  fince  leized  with  an  epileptic  fit 
whilft  in  church.  The  fecond  attack 
happened  nine  days  afterwards,  and  then 
the  fits  returned  once  in  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  hours.  She  generally  lay  inlenhble 
and  fpeechlefs  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
when  (he  began  to  foam  at  the  mouth, 
and  in  eight  or  ten  minutes  afterwards 
to  fpeak.  On  the  going  off  of  the  fit,  fhe 
remained  very  low  and  difpirited,  and 
was  in  fome  degree  convuifed  for  fevera! 

hours 
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-hours.  The  epileptic  fi  s  then  left  her, 
and  the  attacks  in  future  began  with  a 
painful  fenfation  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
mouth,  which  foon  communicated  itfelf 
to  the  neck  and  left  arm.  when  the  wnole 
fide  gradually  became  affedfced,  and  was 
contra&ed  with  confiderable  pain.  Thefe 
painful  fenfations  were  attended  with 
violent  Ipafms  in  the  bowels  which  have 
often  lafted  for  twenty  four  hours;  and 
after  a  remiffion  of  fix  hours,  have  again 
returned  with  their  former  violence.  In 
this  very  difagreeable  fituation  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  about  two  months ;  by  which  fhe 
was  much  weakened,  and  almoft  loft  all 
appetite  for  food.  She  was  bliftered, 
put  into  the  warm  Bath,  and  proper  me¬ 
dicines  were  adminiftered?  by  which  fhe 
was  in  fome  degree  relieved,  but  the 
fpafms  foon  afterwards  returned,  with 
their  former  violence.  The  pains  of 

the 
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the  bowels  had  been  much  leffened  by 
clyfters  and  other  medicines,  but  the 
convulfive  pain  of  the  fide,  was  fo  obfti- 
nate,  as  not  to  vieid  either  10  external 
applications,  or  whaiever  medicine  was 
taken  internally.  >She  was  brought  to 
me  about  five  weeks  fince;  when  fhe  was 
immediately  ordered  to  begin  with  the 
Ethereal  Anodyne  Spirit,  taking  ten 
drops  at  a  dofe,  which  was  repeated 
three  times  a  day,  oroftener,  as  the  cafe 
required,  and  after  it  had  been  continued 
three  days,  fhe  became  fenfible  of  its 
good  effe&s.  At  firft  the  complaint  re¬ 
turned  twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  but 
was  lefs  fevere  and  of  much  fhorter  du¬ 
ration,  and  during  the  third  week  from 
the  commencement  of  her  taking  the  me¬ 
dicine,  (lie  was  feveral  days  without  any 
convulfive  Spafm,  but  it  afterwards  re¬ 
turned,  though  much  lefs  violent.  Her 

mother 
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mother  remarked,  that  before  the  child 
took  the  ^Ethereal  Spirit,  the  convulfive 
fpafms  returned  every  other  day,  with 
great  violence,  continuing  for  eight  or 
ten  hours,  and  on  that  account  (he  "was, 
on  thefe  days,  obliged  to  get  fome  per- 
fon  to  afiift  her, 


She  has  now  taken  the  medicine  pretty 
regularly  for  five  weeks;  on  fome  days 
has  not  the  lead  fenfation  of  pain  or 
fpafm,  and  when  either  returns,  it  does 
not  continue  more  than  five  minutes. 
The  child  herfelf  is  fo  fenfible  of  the 
good  effefit  of  the  ^Ethereal  Spirit,  that 
on  the  firft  Symptom  of  any  fpafmodic 
Affe&ion,  {he  infiantly  requefh  her  mo¬ 
ther,  for  a  dofe  of  the  medicine ;  and 

■  r  -  *  > 

there  is  every  reafon  to  hope  from  the 
fuccefs  which  has  already  attended  its 
ufe,  that  by  prefeverance  and  attention 

to 
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to  regimen,  a  perfeft  recovery  will  foon 
be  effe&ed. 

As  a  Further  proof  of  the  very  power¬ 
ful  antifpafmodic  virtue  of  the  ALtherea! 
Spirit,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  infert  the 
following  Letter,  which  I  have  lately 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  Mr* 
Thickneffe. 

S  I  R, 

Holding  profellional  Etiquette  in  as 
much  contempt  as  Dobtor  Mack.  Adair 
does  thofe  Noftrums  he  calls  Quack 
Medicines,  which  have,  for  years  palt, 
proved,  beyond  a  doubt  to  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  when  all  others  have  failed ;  I 
think  it  a  debt  due  to  you,  and  to  the 
public  too,  if  you  pleafe,  to  fay,  that  I 
have  for  more  than  three  months  paft. 

been 


\ 
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been  much  diilurbed  with  a  violent 
fluttering,  and  palpitation  of  the  heart 
which  never  ceafed,  and  was  often  fo 
violent,  that  I  apprehended  it  would 
continue  ’till  my  heart  ceafed  all  motion. 
I  have  now  for  five  weeks  paii  taken,  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  fifteen  or  fixteen 
drops  of  the  dEthereal  Spirit  with  ten  of 
Vinegar  of  Squills,  in  aglafsof  Pepper¬ 
mint  Water,  and  though  I  cannot  fay 
the  flutter  and  palpitation  is  quite  re¬ 
moved.  yet  it  is  much  lefs  troublelome, 
and  fo  met  i  tries  fcarce  perceptible;  and  I 
Can  attribute  the  benefit  I  have  received, 
to  no  other  caufe  than  the  Efficacy  of 
the  /Ethereal  Spirit  I  have  conflantly 
rode  on  horfe  back,  before,  and  fince  I 
took  the  Medicine ;  but  I  muft  obferve 
that  exclufive  of  the  flutter,  and  palpita¬ 
tion  of  my  heart,  that  l  have  all  along 
fidt;  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  moil 
T 


men 
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men  ot  my  age*,  and  none  other  of  the 
animal  fun&ions  that  I  could  perceive* 
were  di {ordered. 

lam,  with  Efteem, 

Sir,  your  humble  fervant 

Philip  ThicknefTe,  Seniofv 

St.  Catherine’s  Hermitage, 
near  Bath. 

January  the  10th,  1787. 


At  my  requeft,  the  vinegar  of  fquills 
was  added  to  the  Ethereal  Spirit,  and 
I  very  generally  join  them  together,  in 
cafes  totally  foreign  to  Dropfy.  I  have 

three 

&  .  t  ,  ,  _  ;  •  '  - 

*  Sixty  eight, 
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three  Patients*  at  this  time,  where  the 
conftitution  is  fo  delicate,  and  the  ner¬ 
vous  fy Item  fo  irritable,  that  I  have  not, 
in  either  cafe  been  able  to  exceed  twen¬ 
ty  five  drops  of  the  milder  preparation 
of  the  /Ethereal  Spirit,  and  even  that 
dofe,  till  the  vinegar  of  fquills  was  ad¬ 
ded  to  it,  confiantly  occafioned  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  feverilh  heat,  and 
very  much  affected  the  head.  Since  the 
addition,  the  medicine  agrees  perfectly 
well;  and  the  Patients  have  been  very 
much  relieved;  and  it  almoft  always 
has  the  good  effect  of  keeping  the  bow¬ 
els  in  a  foluble  flate. 

It  has  been  objected,  and  even  by 
fome  of  my  friends,  that  in  fpecifying 
T  2  -  the 

*  One  Patient  has  a  drop fy,  another  an  afihma.  and. 
the  third  violent  fpafms  in  the  itomach, 
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the  virtues  of  the  ^Ethereal  Spirit,  the 
recommendation  has  been  too  general, 
and  for  difeafes  feemingly  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  nature.  I  think  this  objection 
may  be  obviated,  by  afking  this  fimple 
queftion ;  are  not  mercurials,  antimo- 
ni  ils  and  opiates  given  with  Succefs  in 
a  great  variety  of  complaints  ? 

That  it  is  poffble  for  the  fame  me¬ 
dicine  to  afford  relief  in  a  diverfity  of 

* 

difeafes.  will  eafily  be  underftood  by 
Pbyfiologifts ;  and  to  the  unmedical 
reader,  nothing  can  be  more  fatisfa&ory 
than  matter  of  faQ. :  we  will  however, 
endeavour  to  elucidate  this  fubjedl,  by 
confidering  the  ftomacb  as  the  great 
fource  of  health  and  difenfe.  The  in¬ 
finity  of  nerves  with  which  it  is  fupplied, 
and  the  communication  it  has  by  that 
means  with  other  organs,  will  in  fome 

meafure 
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meafure  account  for  this  circumftance. 
Whatever  medicine  therefore  has  a  con- 
fiderahle  influenceon  the  nervous  fyftem, 
will  by  its  immediate  action  on  the  fto- 
mach,  convey  its  virtues  to  the  organs 
in  its  vicinity,  and  afterwards  to  others 
that  are  more  diftantly  couriered  with 
it ;  and  that  a  fluid  of  fuch  fubtlety  and 
flnenefs  of  parts  as  the  aetbereal  Spirit, 
may  have  a  fudden  and  powerful  a&ion 
on  the  nerves,  is  lufficientlv  proved  from 
the  almoft  inftantaneous  and  well  known 
effe£ls  of  many  other  medicines  lefs  vo¬ 
latile.  Many  therefore  are  the  diforders, 
to  which  a  medicine  of  fuch  great  energy 
may  be  extended  through  its  aftion  on  fo 
important  a  vifcus,  and  one  fo  univer- 
fally  connected  as  the  ftomach  is  known 
to  be ;  efpecially  as  a  variety  of  thofe 
very  diforders,  arife  from  the  debili¬ 
tated  enervated  ftate,  to  which  it  is  but 


too 
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too  frequently  reduced  by  irregularities 
of  one  kind  or  another;*  among!!  the!e 
may  be  mentioned  Palfies,  Epilepfies, 
Rheumatifm,  Scurvy  and  many  others 
befides  thofe  I  have  hitherto  mentioned. 
The  Goiu  alfo,  when  not  hereditary, 
appears  to  be  the  effect  of  an  i  in  per  fed! 
aflimilation  of  the  nutritive  parts  of  our 

V 

food,  from  debility  of  the  digeftive  or¬ 
gans  ;  and  the  only  cure  of  the  difeafe, 
will  be  from  fuch  a  mode  of  diet  and 
regimen,  as  will  occafion  no  difficulty 
in  digeftion,  nor  be  the  means  of  con¬ 
veying  any  crudities  into  the  habit. 

There  are  pretenders  who  would  in- 
ilnuate  they  are  perfedlly  in  the  fecret 
of  preparing  this  medicine — an  affedla- 

tior-i 


*  Vide  Querelas  et  opprobria  ventriculi — Aufore 
fternhardo.Swalbe, 
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titm  of  much  knowledge,  may  frequently 
he  obferved  in  thofe  who  are  the  lead 
entitled  to  it— let  fuch  enjoy  their  own 
good  opinion,  but  let  the  public  beware 
of  impofition.  T  mult  at  the  fame  time 
confefs  that  I  fliould  be  much  wanting 
in  acknowledgments  to  a  numerous 
fet  of  gentlemen,  refpeCtahle  both  for 
character  and  ability  in  their  profellion. 
if  I  did  not  own  that  the  medicine  has 
in  general  been  treated  wTith  great  can¬ 
dor,  that  feveral  very  fkilful  Phylicians, 
have  condefcended  to  prefcribe  it  in 
very  dangerous  cafes,  and  I  may  with¬ 
out  vanity  add,  that  it  has  in  general 
fully  anfwmred  theirs,  as  well  as  my 
own  molt  fanguine  expectations. 

I,  do  not  deny  that  iimilar  ingredients 
are  made  ufe  of  in  preparing  vdcther, 
fweet  fpirit  of  Vitriol,  and  the  prepa¬ 
ration 
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ration  fold  under  the  name  of  Hoff¬ 
man's  anodyne  mineral  liquor ;  but  that 
the  produfl  is  totally  different,  will  be 
evident  to  the  fenfes  of  the  moll  juper- 
ficial  examiner;  and  that  its  effefts  are 
infinitely  fuperior.  I  think  is  fufficiently 
confirmed  by  the  above  recited  cafes, 
which  I  defy  the  tongue  of  malevolence 
to  controvert ;  and  as  the  reputation  of 
this  medicine  is  eflablifhed  on  fo  good 
a  bafis,  it  matters  but  little  what  is  faid 
by  the  ignorant,  the  mis-infofmed  the 
prejudiced  and  the  felf-interefied,  fome 
of  whom  have  very  confidently  afferted, 
that  two  preparations  totally  diffimilar, 
and  of  properties  effentially  different, 
are  the  felf  fame  thing. 

The  late  Dr.  James  never  denied 
that  Antimony  had  a  confiderable  fhare 
in  the  compofition  of  his  powder ;  but 

how 
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how  few  have  fucceeded  in  making  a 
fimilar  preparation,  though  inpoffeffion 
of  his  Specification  ?  That  powerful 
mineral  has  exerciled  the  labors  of  the 
fir(t  and  moft  experienced  Chymifts,  and 
from  thence  a  great  number  of  very  effi¬ 
cacious  and  falutary  medicines  have 
been  difcovered,  to  the  universal  ad¬ 
vantage  of  mankind;  of  greater  Utility 
in  practice  and  of  more  fpecific  virtue  in 
ihe  cure  of  certain  fevers,  than  all  the 
other  febrifuges,  which  the  prefent  ma¬ 
teria  medica  affords  ;  and  James’s  pow¬ 
der  appears  to  be  endowed  with  proper¬ 
ties,  and  a6ls  on  principles  fuperior  to 
them  all.  It  has  withflood  the  teft  of 
criticifm  and  has  bid  defiance  to  the 
fhafts  of  envy  and  detrafilion 

But  to  return  to  my  fubjeft. — —In 
all  cafes  of  Gout,  the  iEthereal  Ano- 
U  dyne 
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dyne  Spirit  may  be  given  not  only  wit  It 
the  greateft  fecurity,  but  with  a  degree 
of  efficacy  perhaps  fuperior  to  every 
other  remedy ;  whether  with  a  view  of 
retraining  the  great  violence  of  pain, 
or  foliciting  a  depofite  of  gouty  acri¬ 
mony  on  the  extremities  ;  and  this  I 
have  fever  a  I  times  feen  effected  in  a 
fudden  and  remarkable  manner,  by  a 
very  few  dofes.  In  the  Gout  in  the 
ftomach,  it  will  alfo  be  found  to  be  a- 
molt  efficacious  medicine  ;  but  I  mult 
here  obferve,  that  when  the  gouty  pain 
.  is  attended  with  much  ficknefs  and  fre¬ 
quent  efforts  to  vomit,  nothing  will  fo 
mudi  contribute  to  the  patient's  imme¬ 
diate  relief,  as  a  mild  puke,  by  which 
molt  probably,  a  great  deal  of  tough 


and  vifcid  (lime  will  he  diflodged;  when 
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there  will  be  every  reafon  to  hope  for 

O  ( ;  1 .  ^  •  r  ■  '  ; 

perfeft"  luccefs,  from  the  anodyne,  cor- 

dial , 
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dial,  and  antifpafmodic  virtues  which 
this  aethereal  Spirit  poITeffes  in  fuch  an 
eminent  degree. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  of  repeating, 
that  all  catarrhal  coughs,  or  fuch  as  are 
the  comequence  of  neglebled  colds, 
will  be  more  effe&ually  relieved  by  it, 
than  any  opiate  or  paregoric  medicine 
whatever;  and  what  1  apprehend  will 
be  confidered  as  no  fmall  advantage  to 
the  patient,  it  feldom  requires  a  very 
frequent  repetition. 

As  the  volatility  and  nature  of  this 
medicine,  will  not  poffibly  admit  of  an 
analyfis,  fo  on  the  other  hand  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  that  it  readily  admits  of  fophifti- 
cation  ;  on  this  account,  every  precau- 
tion  will  be  taken,  that  the  public  may 
fee  fupplied  with  it  in  a  pure  and  gen¬ 
ii  2  nine 
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uine  Hate.  It  is  alfo  hoped,  that  the 
price  fet  on  it.  will  not  be  thought  un- 
reafonable ;  as  a  few  dolevS  will  often 
be  fufficient  for  removing  very  danger¬ 
ous  fymptoms,  and  in  many  cafes  prove 
a  radical  cure. 

It  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  I 
had  not  my  own  private  emolument  in 
view,  in  obtaining  a  Patent,  but  in  this 
alfo,  I  have  no  lefs  confulied  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  public.  The  procels  for 
making  this  medicine,  is  both  difficult 
and  dangerous,  and  if  conduced  by 
an  unfkilful  operator,  both  his  life  and 
property  might  be  endangered. 

I  am  perfeftly  prepared  to  meet  the 
oppoijtion  of  thofe,  who  may  be  in- 
tereited  in  depreciating  the  virtues  of 
this  medicine,  or  who  may  find  them- 

felves 
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fclves  difpofed  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  a 
patent:  If  to  have  dilcovered  a  Yemedy 
that  prornifes  to  be  of  great  public  uti¬ 
lity  which  has  fucceeded  in  the  Cure  of 
feverai  difeaies  that  were  thought  to  be 
bevond  the  reach  of  medicine,  and 
where  all  other  means  for  relief  had 
been  tried  in  vain;  if  to  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  alleviate  thofe  miferies,  which 
are  the  common  lot  of  mankind,  and 
if  the  mode  I  have  chofen  for  extending 
it  to  the  afflicted,  is  only  meant  as  an 
indemnification  for  the  time  and  trouble 
I  have  incurred  in  its  profecution  ;  if 
thefe  deferve  ridicule,  I  (hall  receive 
it  with  great  compofure,  and  without 
any  abatement  of  the  fatisfa&ion  I  fhall 
enjoy  from  the  conicioulnefs  of  having 
done  mv  duty. 


I  might 
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1  might  add  a  great  many  more  cafes, 
which  would  ferve  to  corroborate  the 
idea  I  have  been  willing  to  imprefs  of 
its  great  efficacy  ;  but  I  (ball  at  prefent 
trult  it  to  the  candor  of  the  public  at 
large,  at  whofe  tribunal  we  are  fure  to 
meet  with  Impartiality  and  Juftice, 
and  from  whofe  hands,  I  only  defire 
that  indulgence,  which  the  medicine 
fhall  appear  to  deferve. 

F  I  N  I  S. 
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-—■Mark  how  a  plain  tale,  (hall  put  you  down, 

Shakefpeare’s  Henry,  iv 

THOUGH  I  have  neither  lei  Cure  nor 
inclination  for  difpute,  nor  do  I  con¬ 
ceive  my  reader  will  fee  occ ifion  for  it, 
i-n  fapport  of  a  medicine,  whofe  extra¬ 
ordinary  virtues  have  been  already  fo 
well  authenticated;  yet  I  cannot  help 
animadverting  upon  a  late  publication; 
as  not  only  the  nature  and  efficacy  of 
the  medicine,  but  mvown  conduct  alfo 
have  been  grofsly  miireprefented. 

}  •  G  f.  i  •  ;  '  •  r 

The  Author,  Ur.  James  MacKittrick, 
has  been  pleafed  to'  fay,  find,  that  I  al.~ 

ledge 
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ledge  my  medicine  undergoes  feven  dif~ 
tillations,  and  from  thence  he  infers, 
that  Mr.  T.  is  a  very  Jkilful  Chymifl . 
Secondly,  that  I  alien  it  has  fucceeded 
in  cales.  where  Hoffman's  anodyne  had 
failed.  Thirdly,  that  there  are  two  forts 
of  this  aetnereal  Spirit,  a  weaker  which 
I  vend  abroad,  and  a  ftronger  which  I 
referve  for  my  own  private  practice. 

In  anfwer  to  the  learned  Doftor’s  firft 
charge,  1  flatly  deny  my  ever  having 
ailedged,  that  the  preparation  under¬ 
goes  feven  different  diftiilations;  and 
this  indeed,  is  fo  contrary  to  the  truth, 
that  I  pique  myfelf  on  being  able  to 
prepare,  the  molt  pure  aethereal  Spirit, 
by  a  Angle  procefs,  which  needs  no  rec¬ 
tification.  As  to  the  Do&or's  affertion, 
in  the  page  preceding  thefe  charges 
that  the  medicine  I  dignify  with  the  title 

of 
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of  ^ethereal  Spirit  is  nothing  more  thar 
duicihed  Spirit  of  Vitriol  difguifed  with 
cochineal,  I  have  only  to  fay,  that  in 
this,  he  has  fhewn  fuch  a  degree  of 
Ignora  ice  and  illiberality  as  mult  ne~ 
ceffarily  be  treated  with  contempt,  being 
altogether  unworthy  of  refutation. 

The  learned  Doftor’s  fecond  allegati¬ 
on  is  as  follows,  44  Mr.  T.  alferts  that 
44  his  fEthereal  Spirit  has  fucceeded 
44  in  cafes,  where  Hoffman’s  Anodyne 
44  has  failed.44  In  anfwer,  I  am  very 
ready  to  acknowledge  this  part  of  the 
doctor’s  charge  to  be  true  ;  as  l  have  of¬ 
ten  and  do  at  this  time  again  affert 
that  my  Medicine  has  fucceeded.  where 
the  common  preparation  of  Hoffman’s 
anodyne  liquor  has  fail’d;  nay  that  it 
has  alfo  fucceeded  when  ./Ether  has  been 
given  without  effect,  as  I  can  irrefra- 

X  ,.bl, 
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gably  prove.  The  failure  is  afcribed  bv 
the  learned  Doctor,  to  the  anodyne  li¬ 
quors  having  been  unfaithfully  prepared. 
On  this  occafion,  I  cannot  help  remark¬ 
ing:  the  Doctor's  inconfiffency,  as  in  a- 
nother  place,  he  feems  to  indicate,  that 
Hoffman's  anodyne  and  the  dulcified 
Spirit  of  Vitriol,  are  pretty  much  the 
fame  Medicine  and  that  Hoffman,  and 
the  learned  Dofitor  after  him,  frequently 
fubffituted  the  one  for  the  other.  But 
I  beg  leave  to  obferve  farther,  that 
whatever  the  DoSor  s  practice  may  have 
been,  it  n  ver  was  the  practice  of  Hoff¬ 
man,  as  muff  be  evident  to  any  one  who 
is  acquainted  with  his  writings.  I  can 
by  no  means  elucidate  this  matter  fo 
well,  as  by  tranfcribing  the  following 
paffage  from  Hoffman's,  Works  4t  Utut 
olim  opiatis  correhtis  lpfe  quoque  fre- 
quentius  ulus  fum,  ex  quo  tamen  divina 

benignitas 
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beni ^nitas  mihi  conceffit  invcntioncm  li- 

o 

quoris  penetrantis  et  frag  rani  is,  aro- 
matici  Saporis  et  odoris,  ex  ipftus  v Uri¬ 
el  i  portione  lulphurea,  quae  etiam  a 
veteribus  chytnicis  pro  anodyna  habita 
eft,  fingulari  quadam  chymica  enchnrefi 
praeparandi,  ab  omnibus  aliis  tuto  abfti- 
nui  Hie  quippe  Spiritus,  quern  iiquoris 
anodyni  mineral  is  nomine  infignire  foleo 
totus  fulphureus  eft,  fubito  et  flagran- 
tiflime  ardet  atque  ahfumitur  et  ocyffi.ne 
a  flamma  candelas  etiam  tribus  adhuc 
digitis  remotus,  flammam  concipit 
atque  in  caiido  conclavi  fubito  in  auras 
avolat ;  atta&u.  tamen  inftar  glacie  eft 
frigidiffimus.  ac  probe  deftiiiatus  et 
re&ificatus,  omni  aqua  inftar  olei  Super- 
natat.”  Now  will  dulcified  Spirit  of 
Vitriol  or  the  common  preparation  of 
X  2  Hoffman's 


*  Hoffman,  oper.  Tom.  1.  ds  Sedantibus. 
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Hoffman’s  anodyne,  in  any  refpetf  an- 
fwer  this  defcription  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  let  us  draw  the  companion  be¬ 
tween  my  aethereal  Spirit,  and  the  above 
preparation,  and  fee  how  it  (lands  the 
tell.  My  preparation  like  Hoffman's* 
has  a  fragrant  and  pungent  fmell.  takes 
fire  from  a  candle  at  a  considerable 
diftance,  and  when  on  fire,  is  very  fud- 
denly  confumed  ;  to  the  touch  it  has  an 
extreme  degree  of  coldnefs,  and  is  lo 
totally  immifcible  with  water,  that  it 
fwims  on  its  furface,  like  an  effential 
oil.  The  common  preparation  of  Hoff¬ 
man’s  anodyne  liquor,  like  the  fweet 
Spirit  of  vitriol,  abounds  with  a  large 
proportion  of  fpiritof  wine  and  phlegm, 
is  by  far  lefs  fragrant,  ss  lefs  vola¬ 
tile,  and  if  let  on  fire  or  permitted 
to  evaporate  in  a  warm  room,  will  in 
either  way  leave  a  large  proportion  of 

phlegm 
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phlegm  behind  ;  it  wants  that  fenfation 
of  extreme  cold,  and  laflly  is  totally 
mifcible  with  w^ater.  If  the  learned 
DoHor  had  candidly  examined  the  two 
preparations,  he  would  not  have  pre¬ 
fumed  to  affert  they  w  ere  the  fame - 

but  fo  much  is  it  poffible  for  a  man  to 
be  fwayed  by  prejudice  and  lelf  conceit, 
unlefs  fufficiently  balanced  by  a  com¬ 
petent  knowledge  of  the  fubjedt !  How¬ 
ever,  I  perfectly  coincide  in  opinion 
with  the  Dodior,  when  he  lays,  that 
Hoffman’s  Anodyne  as  generally  pre¬ 
pared,  and  fweet  Spirit  of  Vitriol  aea 
very  much  the  fame,  and  may  be  m- 
difcriminately  prelcribed ;  but  have 
either  of  thefe  the  properties  of  the  an¬ 
odyne  liquor,  for  the  dilcovery  of  which, 
Hoffman  offers  up  an  ejaculation  of 
thanks  to  the  fupreme  Being  ? 


Thirdlys 
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Thirdly,  the  Doftor  charges  me  with 
referving  a  ftronger  and  more  power¬ 
ful  preparation,  for  my  own  private 
pra&ice.  This  charge,  from  whomfo- 
ever  or  wherefoever  he  received  the  in¬ 
formation,  is  equally  as  groundlefs  as 
any  of  the  former  ;  and  the  Doflor’s 
evil  genius  feems  here  again  to  have 
had  the  direflion  of  his  pen.  That  I 
have  two  preparations  of  this  Medicine, 
a  ftronger  and  a  weaker,  is  true  ;  ada  pt¬ 
ed  to  different  conliitutions.  and  the 
different  Stages  of  their  complaints : 
that  the  ftronger  is  neceft'ary  in  fome 
particular  cafes,  has  lately  been  fully 
proved  in  a  deplorable  dilorder.  that  a 
gentleman  laboured  under  in  Milfom- 
iireet,  who  had  taken  the  milder  for  a 
fortnight  without  fuccefs,  though  it  had 
often  fucceeded  with  others  in  fimilar 
cafes ;  and  who,  though  his  clifeafe  was 

before 
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before  coniidered  defperate,  is  now  in 
a  fair  way  of  recovery.  Can  the  learned 
Doflor  demon  (irate  this  alfo  to  be  no 
more  than  dulcihed  Spirit  of  vitriol  ? 

1  muft  acknowledge  that  I  have  been 
fomewhat  cautious  in  the  difpenfation 
of  this  iironger  preparation,  as  I  was 
apprehenfive  of  the  confequences  that 
might  enfue  Irom  trailing  it  with  the 
public  at  large,  and  no  argument  of  the 
learned  Dottor’s  fhall  ever  induce  me 
to  do  this ;  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  would 
make  him  hipremely  happy,  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  lay  the  fame  accufation 
againil  my  Medicine  which  he  has  done 
in  fo  invidious  a  manner  againil  Dr. 
James’s  powder;*  and  as  the  milder  pre„ 
paration  has  been  given  in  every  cafe 

which 


*  Medical  cautions,  page  142  and  143. 
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which  has  been  recited,  except  the  two 
Epileptics  the  futility  and  malevolence 
of  this  charge,  mull  be  obvious  to  every 
reader.  I  mull  alio  further  acquaint  the 
learned  Doflor,  that  this  llronger  prepa¬ 
ration,  has  been  in  my  own  poffelfion  a 
few  months  only,  having  been  the  refult 
of  fome  experiments  which  I  made  the 
latter  end  of  lad  fummer.  However, 
I  never  have  withheld  it  from  thofe  of 
the  profeffion,  when  it  was  required  ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  voluntarily  fent  it  to 
the  fhop  of  Mr.  Weft,  in  exchange  for 
the  milder  preparation,  having  been 
previoufly  informed  of  the  cafe,  in 
which  it  was  to  be  adminillered.  It 
has  alfo  been  repeatedly  fent  to  the 
ihops  of  Meftrs.  Anderdons,  Horton 
and  Spry, 
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The  learned  Do&or  fays,  “  it  is  ru¬ 
moured  that  fome  Phyficians  here  have 
recommended  this  noftrum,  but  that  he 
is  perfwaded-  rumour  lies/'  What  an- 
fwer  can  I  make  to  I  his  extraordinary 
fuggeftion  !  is  it  poflible  for  the  Doftoi 
to  be  ignorant  of  what  is  univerfally 
known  ?  That  the  Phyficians  of  the  firft 
eminence  for  erudition,  liberality  of 
fentiment  and  extenlive  pra&ice  have 
repeatedly  recommended  the  medicine, 
and  are  at  all  times  ready  to  vouch  for 
its  powerful  effefts,  in  cafes  which  had 
appeared  to  be  defperate,  as  every  other 
means  had  totally  failed. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhoufie  having  given 
me  permiflion  to  mention  his  cafe  I  am 
happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  in¬ 
troduce  one  lo  very  particularly  cir- 
cumftanced,  on  this  occafion;  for  con- 
Y  fidering 
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fidering  the  high  rank  of  the  Patient, 
and  the  great  refpeftibility  of  his  cha- 
ra&er,  which  mult  render  his  life  of 
much  importance  to  his  friends  and  the 
fociety  at  large  ;  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  con¬ 
ceived  that  a  cafe  fo  lingular  and  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  interefting,  together  with  the 
medicine  that  had  been  fo  fuccefsfully 
adminiftered  for  his  Lordfhip’s  recove¬ 
ry,  fhould  never  in  fo  long  an  interval, 
•have  once  reached  the  learned  Do&or’s 
ears.  This  nobleman  came  to  Bath 
the  latter  end  of  Oflober,  oppreffed  with 
a  complication  of  the  moft  alarming 
complaints,  that  had  baffled  the  efforts 
of  the  Phyficians  of  the  greateft  Emi¬ 
nence.  The  principal  feat  of  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  diforder  was  in  the  cheft,  where 
it  had  continued  for  more  than  three 
years,  and  which  at  laft  clearly  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  a  dropfy  in  that  cavity.  The 

grea* 
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/great  fatigue  and  difficulty  of  breathing 
on  ufmg  the  mod  gentle  exercife,  parti¬ 
cularly  walking  up  any  afcent,  the  vio¬ 
lent  dri&ure  acrofs  the  bread,  the  lan- 
guor  and  great  irregularity  of  pulfe,  and 
the  occafional  exacerbations  of  allthofe 
fymptoms  during  the  night,  fo  as  often 
to  threaten  immediate  diffolution ;  the 
great  diminution  of  the  urinary  fecre- 
tion,  the  anafarcous  iwellings  in  the 
lower  extremities  ;  all  thefe  circum- 
dances  taken  tpgether,  fufficiently  in- 

of 

,it 


dicated  the  principal  feat  and  nature 
iiis  Lordffiip’s  diforder. 


His  Lordlhip  had  a  dilgud  to  every 
kind  of  food,  as  indeed  the  power  of 
digedion  feemed  to  be  fufpended  in  fo 
dileafed  a  date ;  and  there  was  even  an 
averfion  to  wine  of  every  fort.  As  his 
Lordffiip  had  been  fo  long  harraded 
Y  2  with 
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with  medicine,  he  was  extremely  un¬ 
willing  on  his  arrival  at  Bath,  to  try  any 
thing  of  the  kind  ;  but  a  molt  fevere 
no6turnal  paroxyfm  which  had  laded 
for  many  hours,  obliged  his  Lordfhip 
to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  directions  of  a 
very  learned  and  eminent  Phylician* 
This  gentleman  onWednefday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  firlt  of  November,  preferibed 
my  aethereal  Spirit,  in  a  cordial  draught; 

i  .  .  ,  -  •  i  j  *  .  ■ 

two  of  them  were  taken  during  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  and  at  night  the 
Spirit  was  direfted  precifely  in  the  fame 
kind  of  draught,  in  which  I  had  ufually 
given  it ;  only  with  the  addition  of  a~ 
nother  dram  of  the  aromatic  tinCture. 
A  warm  ftomach  cordial  was  betides  di- 

•  '  -  t  .*  .  » j  i  .  *  .  .  •  ....  * 

reCted,  of  which  a  few  fpoonfuls  were  to 
be  taken  occalionally.  The  draughts 
being  repeated  twice  a  day,  in  the  form 
already  mentioned ,  not  only  fat  eafy  on 

the 
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the  ftomach  but  the  third  dofe  fenflbly 
relieved  the  breath,  and  the  nighs  be¬ 
came  more  tolerable:  On  Friday  two 
lax  motions  were  procured  by  this  me¬ 
dicine;  on  Saturday  theie  was  a  con- 
{iderajale  increafe  of  urine,  and  on  Sum 
day,  not  lefs  than  a  gallon  had  been 
voided  during  twenty-four  hours. 

:  1U  -U-!  U'.r 

J  . “ 

This  fudden  and  great  How  of  urine, 
occafioned  much  faintnefs  towards  night, 
which  lalted  for  fome  time,  and  return- 
ed  the  following  day.  The  pulfe  which 
had  been  exceedingly  quick  irregular, 
and  frequently  intermitting,  before  the 
preffure  was  removed  from  the  heart 
and  larger  arteries ;  now  became  fo  flow 
as  thirty-eight  and  forty  ftrokes  in  a 
minute,  and  at  the  fame  time  became 
quite  regular;  from  thence  it  gradually 
got  up  to  fifty-five  and  fixty  ftrokes. 

When 
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When  the  pulfe  exceeded  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  number,  it  became  again  in  Tome 
degree  irregular,  but  during  this  time 
his  Lordfhip’s  health  daily  improved, 
and  the  oppreffion  on  the  bread,  and 
other  fymptoms  were  fo  effeblually  re¬ 
moved,  that  the  medicine  was  difcon- 
tinued  after  thirteen  days  from  its  com¬ 
mencement.  Indeed  the  diuretic  effecl. 
of  the  medicine  was  fo  great,  that  on 
the  5th  and  6th  day  it  was  judged  pro¬ 
per,  by  his  Lordfhip's  Phyfician,  to  give 
it  once  only  in  twenty-four  hours; — - 
from  the  7th  to  the  nth  it  was  repeated 
twice  a  day,  and  after  the  13th  omitted 
'till  the  4th  of  December,  when  it  was 
again  refumed  at  night  for  fome  time. 

/'  •:  ’  t  ....  » 

His  Lordfhip  began  the  Bath  Water 
the  10th  of  November,  which  with  the 
affillance  of  the  bitter  infufion  warmed 

with 
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with  aromatic  tinflure,  gradually  reftor- 
ed  the  appetite;  and  the  bowels  were 
kept  in  a  foluble  Rate  by  an  aperient 
pill.  There  is  one  circumftance  which 
I  cannot  help  mentioning,  as  being 
(omewhat  lingular,  and  not  eafy  to  be 
accounted  for,  which  is  this;  that  even 
during  the  courfe  of  his  Lordfhip’s  a- 
mendment,  the  pulfe,  after  it  had  got 
to  a  certain  number,  as  it  gradually  in- 
creafed  in  quicknefs,  fo  it  became  more 
irregular,  but  by  no  means  in  the  de¬ 
gree  it  had  been  before;  and  I  mult  alfo 
remark,  that  the  aethereal  Spirit  always 
had  a  confiderable  influence  on  the 
pulfe,  when  this  irregularity  has  pre¬ 
vailed  in  any  confiderable  degree,  fo  as 
to  become  more  regular  and  lefs  fre¬ 
quent.  There  were  indeed  fome  occa- 
fional  returns  of  pretty  fevere  fpafmodic 
affe&ions  during  the  night,  but  they 


were 
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were  comparatively  flight  and  of  fhoit 
duration,  and  always  removed  by  the 
medicine.  After  it  was  thought  proper 
to  difcontinue  the  aethereal  Spirit,  the 
Bark  and  Bath  Water  were  ordered  al¬ 
ternately,  and  his  Lord  (hip  now  enjoys 
better  health  than  he  has  done  for  years 
paft,  during  the  Winter  feafon ;  and 
though  his  Lordfhip's  health  may  not  be 
entirely  reeftablifhed  in  every  refpe6is 
as  there  are  hill  remaining  complaints, 
which  feem  to  be  owing  chiefly  to  a  kind 
of  rheumatic  gout  fhifting  into  different 
parts  of  the  body  ;  yet  the  main  diforder, 
which  more  immediately  threatened  his 
Lordlhip’s  life,  and  was  deemed  by  the 
mofl  intelligent  of  the  Faculty,  to  be 
totally  beyond  the  reach  of  medicine, 
has  by  the  aethereal  Spirit  alone  been 
effeftually  carried  off ;  and  I  think  i* 
not  unfeafonable  here  to  add,  that  com¬ 


mon 
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mon  yEther  had  been  frequently  admi- 
niftered  to  his  Lordlhip  without  the  leaft 
fuccefs. 

I  {hail  in  this  place  beg  leave  to  refreffi 
the  Doctors  memory,  with  a  quotation 
from  his  medical  Cautions,  which  feern^ 
to  have  been  written  during  a  lucid  inter¬ 
val*  from  medicinal  Ouixotifm.  ££  There 

v 

££  was  a  time  when  Phyficians  deemed  it 
i(  inconhft  mt  with  their  dignity  to  con- 
44  fent  to  the  admioiftration  of  quack 
<c  remedies,  but  if  from  a  knowledge 
ss  of  their  compofition,,  or  experience  of 
£4  their  effects ,  we  are  affured  of  their 
Z  ££  fafety 


*  I  cannot  poflibly  mean  any  thing  more  in  this  place, 
than  that  the  Dotlor  was  not  then  in  one  of  his  women- 
tary fits  of  patriotic  Enthufiafm ,  which  befides  its  infpiring 
him  with  the  plea  ing  reverie  of  the  umverfal  perufal 
of  his  Lucubrations ,  animated  him  alfo  with  more  than 
herculean  vigor,  as  he  conceived,  to  beat  down  Quacks 
and  Quackery  in  every  form. 


\ 
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£s  fafety  and  power,  it  would  be  un-par - 
<c  donable  in  a  phyfician  to  rcjeft  any 
means  that  may  be  beneficial  to  his 
patient,  if  he  or  his  friends  require  it.* 


I  am  now  come  to  what  the  learned 
Dotlor  calls  a  fhort  hiftory  of  this  re¬ 
medy,  which  he  has  retailed  from 
Lewis's  materia  medica;  and  I  will  defy 
him  to  produce  any  paffage  in  Hoffman's 
works,  where  it  is  faid  that  the  anodyne 
liquor  is  prepared  by  mixing  oleum 
dulce  with  Spirit  of  Wine.  Hoffman 

1  ri 

indeed  fays,  that  oleum  dulce  will  com¬ 
municate  certain  Virtues  to  Spirit  of 
wine,  and  become  a  good  medicine, 
but  this  is  not  what  he  calls  his  anodyne 
liquor,  which  he  himfelf  acquaints  us  is 
prepared,  fingulari  quadam  chymica  En- 

cheirefi , 


'*  Medical  Cautions  page,  136. 
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cheireji.  The  DoQor’s  hiftory,  ihort  as 
it  is,  appears  to  be  confufion  woi  fe  con- 
founded ;  and  informs  us  of  nothing, 
but  that  he  is  totally  unacquainted  either 
with  Hoffman  or  the  fubjeft  in  general, 

'  '  /  *  '  t  '/  >  .  i  >  :  T,  : 

s  ■  •  •  •*  •  '  i.  v  ■■  >  f 

Though  oleum  dulce  will  unite  with  a 
rectified  fpirit  by  fimple  Mixture,  yet 
they  are  uncombinable  by  the  ujual  form s 
of  diff illation  ;  and  granting  they  could 
be  made  to  unite,  the  Spirit,  if  no  other 
Ingredients  were  ufed  in  the  procefs, 
would  flill  be  mifcible  with  water;  which, 
as  I  have  already  faid,  is  not  the  cafe, 
with  mv  dEthereal  Spirit;  which  being 
prepared  by  a  procefs  totally  different 
from  any  other,  I  have  every  right  to 
call  myfelf  the  Inventor;  and  I  will 
affert,  that  in  a  very  fmall  dofe,  it  a8s 
much  more  powerfully  than  the  common 
preparation  of  Hoffman’s  Anodyne  Li-' 
Z  2  quor 
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quor  or  the  dulcified  Spirit  of  Vitriol 
and  with  effeBs  very  different;  and  that 
by  increaiing  the  dofe  of  either  of  the 
latter,  to  the  largeft  proportion  the  hu¬ 
man  flomach  is  capable  of  receiving, 
yet  the  fame  falutary  effeBs  would  not 
follow, 

•\  ‘  "  4  ■  * '  \  T 

If  the  DoBor  had  been  guided  in  his 

conduB  by  a  principle  of  duty,  and  as 
an  avowed  enemy  to  empirical  preten- 
fions  only,  as  he  profeffes ;  he  never 
would  have  attacked  in  fo  hafty  a  man¬ 
ner,  a  medicine  whofe  virtues  had  been 
fo  well  authenticated,  without  fome 
ftronger  evidence  than  thofe  trivial  ex¬ 
periments  he  has  adduced;  and  which 
to  the  candid  reader,  muff  appear  to 
have  proceeded  from  motives,  very  dif¬ 


ferent 
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ferent  from  thofe  of  regard  either  for 
the  profeffion  or  the  public.* 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  1  now  hand  ac- 
quitted  to  the  reader’s  fatisfahiion,  of 
the  three  fpecific  charges  the  learned 
Doctor  has  been  pleafed  to  bring  againft 
me  ;  and  mult  therefore  aik,  vdiat  reli¬ 
ance  is  to  be  put  upon  either  the  judg¬ 
ment  or  bold  alfertions  of  this  Champion 
of  truth,  this  man  of  Independence,  this 
avowed  enemy  to  falfhood  and  impof- 
ture !  The  only  remaining  allegation, 
is  my  not  difclofing  to  all  the  world  my 

method 


*  A  certain  Phyfician  of  this  place  took  an  occalion  of 
mentioning  to  another  medical  gentleman,  that  he  had 
attended  to  the  effects  of  the  aethereal  Spirit,  in  a  cafe 
where  it  had  been  continued  for  fome  time,  without 
manifefii  g  any  confiderable  diuretic  properties:  As  the 
Phyfician  infilled  chiefly  on  this  point,  he  was  at  iaft 
afked,  has  it  cured  the  patient?  This  extorted  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment,  that  the  patient  had  been  much  relieved. 

- What  matters  its  mode  of  a£lion  then,  my  good 

JDo6tor,  if  it  effe6ts  a  cure? 


r 
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method  of  preparing  a  molt  valuable 
medicine,  which  I  have  obtained  at  no 
final]  expence  of  time  and  labour;  /but 
as  the  fame  charge  may  be  brought 
aeainft  the  m  eat  Hoffman  himfelf,  who 
not  only  concealed  the  preparation  from 
hi?  contemporaries,  but  even  carried  the 
fecret  to  his  grave  ;  and  indeed  every 
other  proprietor  ol  any  uleful  difcovcry, 
either  in  medicine  or  the  Atts  in  sene- 

O 

l  al  ;  my  mind  is  perfectly  eafy  on  that 
head,  efpecially  as  all  the  world  has 
free  accefs  to  the  ufe  of  it.  At  the 
lame  time  1  cannot  help  faying,  that  it 
ill  becomes  the  learned  Doctor  to  cenfure 
me  on  that  fcore,  as  lie  muft  be  con- 
icious  to  himfeif  of  his  having  aHed 
much  more  illiberally,  in  his  hoarding 
up  for  Ins  own  private  purpofes  only ,  all 
that  immenje  (lore  of  knowledge  he  muff 
neceffariiy  have  acquired  in  the  courfe 

Pf 
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of  the  uncommonly  extenfive  praclice 
of  which  he  has  informed  us;*  and 
palming  upon  the  public  in  its  (lead,  a 
few  {canty  gleanings  from  Haller’s  com¬ 
mentaries  on  Boerhaave’s  inftitutes,  and 
fome  other  works,  in  the  hands  of  everv 
medical  {Indent,  together  with  extracts 
from  the  elements  of  Logic  and  the 
common  hills  of  mortality  ;  not  to  men¬ 
tion  his  former  publication,  made  up  of 
the  hackney’d  rules  of  regimen,  known 
to  every  o'W'nurfe  in  the’ kingdom :  Now 
I  fay  again,  that  in  this,  the  learned 
Dodlor  has  acled  a  much  more  illiberal 
part,  not  only  in  referring  to  himfelf,, 
the  f ole  benefit  of  that  ample  (lore,  but 
even  in  his  making  any  fecret  at  ail 

about 


*  Among  the  black  gentry  in  Antigua,  and  the  theep 
walks  in  the  Downs  about  Andover,  and  in  this  practice, 
the  Doctor  is  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he  has  mani¬ 
fold  errors  to  at  tone  tor.  See  preface  to  Medical  Cautions, 
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about  the  matter;  as  the  very  great  in- 
dependency  of  fortune,  of  which  he  ha  & 
repeatedly  allured  us3*  muff  exempt  him 
from  that  neceffity,  which  we  poor  in¬ 
digent  labourers,  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  for  a  maintenance. 

Can  the  learned  Doftor  imagine  that 
the  world  is  fo  to  be  impofed  upon? 
and  that  thefe  are  the  writings,  that  are 
likely  to  be  read  in  every  polite  circle  ? 
to  be  recommended  from  the  Bench 

*'4  •  i  j 

and  the  Pulpit,  and  patronifed  by  both 
Houles  of  Parliament ;  that  are  to  raife 
fuch  an  income  as  will  not  only  fupport 
the  public  charities  of  this  kingdom,  but 
alfo  contribute  largely  towards  the  fink¬ 
ing  Fund,  as  the  learned  Doctor  mo¬ 
del!  ly 

Medical  cautions,  paffirr* 
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deftly  prefames  ?*  Had  he  a£ted  more 
ingenuoufly  by  the  public,  and  laid  open 
the  great  difcoveries  he  muft  have  made, 
in  fo  extenfive  a  range  of  practice, 
fomething  might  have  been  done ;  but 
A  a  *  now 


*  As  the  learned  Do&or’s  calculation  refpe£Hng  the 
number  of  his  readers,  is  likely  to  turn  out  exceedingly 
erroneous,  probably  a  trivial  miftake  of  at  leaf!  nine 
hundred  and  ninety. nine  thoufand ;  that  I  may  not  be 
lufpe&ed  of  altering  the  ftyle  or  matter  of  this  curious 
production,  which  as  the  Doftor  himfelf  informs  us, 
is  embellilhed  with  a  great  number  of  rare  and  pleafing 
anecdotes  for  the  arnufement  of  the  Ladies  ;  I  fhall  beg 
thje  reader’s  indulgence  for  tranferibing  a  few  palfages 
from  the  preface  to  this  pbilofopbical  and  medical  work, 
which  in  my  bumble  opinion,  appear  as  curious  and  en¬ 
tertaining,  as  any  part  of  the  whole. 

“  1  o  the  travelled  Gentlemen  and  Ladiis,  the  author 
“  would  obferve,  that  were  a  work  on  this  plan  to  be 
“  published  either  in  Paris  or  Rome ,  it  would  be  read  by 
all  who  had  the  ledji  pretenfions  to  keep  good  company ; 
“■  as  the  whirnficality  of  its  plan,  and  the  fmgularity  of 
its- curious  anecdotes,,  would  be  commented  upon, 
“  with  great  vivacity  and  erudition ,  at  every  converfazi- 
“  one  tmd  petit  loupe  in  each  metropolis ;  be  therefore 
“  humbly  hopes,  that  our  falhionable  conofcenti  wall  not 
“  mauifeli  le(s  curiofity  than  their  neighbours.” 

u  Having 
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now  our  hopes  are  ail  at  an  end,  and 

nothing  is  to  expelled  from  a  man,  who 
in  the  plenitude  of  fcience  and  fortune, 
cruelly  triumphs  over  the  wants'  of 
others* 

•  „>  .  i  c 

How 


Having  thus,  he  flatters  hitnfelf,  fecured  forhis  work 
i{  a  favourable  reception  with  all  people  of  fafhion  in  this 
££  realm,  he  mofl  confidently  relies  on  the  countenance 
“  of  all  men  of  letters,  viz.  The  Members  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  both  Kingdoms,  the  Mem- 
<{  bers  of  all  the  Univerfiries,  the  Bench  and  the  Bar, 
y  8cc.:*  ■ 

“  Efli  mating  therefore  his  fellow  fubje£ts  of  this  realm 
“  at  twelve  millions,  and  allowing  the  moderate  pro- 
u  portion  of  one  in  twelve  to  be  poflefled  either  of 
learning  or  tafte,  (excluding  midwives,  nurfes  and 
“  quacks,  who  have  neither)  the  author  is  fometimesin- 
duced,  in  his  momentary  fits  of  patriotic  enthufiafm, 
u  to  forth  themoft  flattering  calculations  of  emolumentf 
“  (not  for  hitnfelf,  for  he  difclaims  it,  but)  for  the  ma- 
“  nifold  charitable  Inftitutions  of  this  kingdom;  and  to 
prffent  to  his  mind’s  eye  a  mofl  glorious  profpeft,  not 
u  only  of  contributing  largely  toward  the  fupport  of 
14  every  public  charity,  by  thefc  his  lucubrations,  but. 
“  even  of  extending  his  beneficence  to  the  finking  fund 1; 

“  which 

>  ■  ■  ^  4  i-Vv.  a.-. 

*  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Human  Body  and  Mi»d.  JPre:' 

face,  page  xvni. 
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How  different  the  conduH  oF  his 
learned  friend!  who  has  emiched  the 
republic  of  letters,  with  a  treafure  of 
found  philofophy  and  phyfiology ;  though 
I  am  foiry  to  fay,  it  has  been  moft 
fhamefuily  and  ungratefully  negle&ed. 


which  under  the  aufpices  of  the  prefent  ceconomical 
“  adminiflration,  may  probably  turn  out  to  be  one  of 
“  the  moltufeful  of  all  public  charities.* 

*  Natural  Hiftory  of  4he  Human  Body  and  Mind.  Pre¬ 
face  page  xx. 
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